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NYSEC KEYNOTE  2018
  Liz Rosenberg: Teacher and Writer 

For teachers it is true that what they have loved and known in literature is what they wish to share 
with their students. So it seems fitting that NYSEC Keynote speaker Liz Rosenberg?s most recent 
book is House of Dreams: The Life of L.M. Montgomery, creator of one of the books Rosenberg loved 
as a young reader, Anne of Green Gables. The Montgomery biography ?  intended for a young 
audience ?  is an example of the range of Rosenberg?s writing, which spans novels, children?s books 
?  including Adelaide and the Night Train, and poetry.  
 Her first love is poetry. In an interview for YA Writing, Rosenberg described the writing of her first 
poem. Asked to focus on something ?strange and beautiful,? she chose the ?inside of a pomegranate 
fruit. The red seeds looked like hundreds of tiny garnets.? For Rosenberg, poetry comes ?like a fire 
from heaven.? She is a true believer in the idea of following one?s passion: if you are touched by a 
life experience, you must seize the moment.  
 The audience for many of her books, like 17: A Novel in Prose Poems, has been teenagers. ?I love the 
YA audience because it is so passionate,? Rosenberg says, adding that adolescence is ?such an 
intense time that it makes for an intense audience.? Over the years, many of her young readers 
have reached out to her through letters, email, and Facebook. ?And when I feel like the work has 
touched someone, that?s the best feeling in the world. Never be afraid to write to an author ?  we 
love to hear from you.?  
 A professor of English and creative writing at Binghamton University, Rosenberg has also been a 
long-time book reviewer for the Boston Globe. We at NYSEC eagerly anticipate her spirited 
presentation about writing and teaching at our October Conference.  

  

  

Paul O?Brien  
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

 Dear Colleagues, 

I was fortunate to be among the 1,000 educators attending the State Education Department?s ?Support All 
Students Conference? last March in Rochester.  The conference was offered to three different regions: Saratoga 
Springs, Rochester, and, most recently, New York City. SED presented several resources to help districts as they 
adopt the Next Generation Standards (see, for example, the flyer included in this newsletter). Having so much 
information directly available to teachers will be very helpful; we do not have to wait for it to trickle down from 
the ?powers that be.? Certainly, SED is working very hard to address any concerns and alleviate any fears 
educators might have about the implementation of the newest educational standards. 

 The careful rollout of the Next Generation Standards is certainly a reaction to the introduction of the Common 
Core Standards in NYS, which, unfortunately, occurred concurrently with the introduction of the APPR process, 
and produced a predictable and appropriate level of concern, along with calls for clarification from teachers 
throughout the state.  However, in the face of the significant shifts in working conditions and expectations that 
followed, fearless teachers, understanding that standards revisions are as cyclical as the seasons, and that 
education is a roll-up-your-sleeves-there?s-work-to-be-done profession, had no time for fear. They continued to 
prepare their lessons, attend their meetings, grade their papers, provide emotional support for their students, 
and so much more.  

 These good teachers met the challenges head-on, cautiously and not always quietly, ultimately to the benefit of 
our students. Their efforts led to greater transparency and greater teacher participation, resulting in a smoother 
process this time around. They understood ? and continue to understand -- that giving into fear is a betrayal of 
the unwritten oath educators take when they receive their certifications: I will be faithful to the individual futures 
of all of my students.  

 These are the teachers who know that because it engenders negative and unproductive reactions, fear is 
antithetical to education. Fear is an expressed mistrust of the future. Fear walks backwards. Fear is reactive, not 
proactive.  

 Any teacher who has experienced fear (I vividly recall the experience of walking into my study hall assignment at 
a new job and finding eighty students, many of whom were unwilling to take a seat when I asked them to), knows 
that fear stops you in your tracks, can make you combative, closes your mind to everything but the fear itself, 
and can bring out the worst in those people who sense you are fearful.   

 Unlike fear, caution, a thoughtful, reasoned approach meant to prevent harm, is an essential quality for 
educators. Teachers, staff and administrators, as they exercise caution, are able to close their building doors 
against fear. 

 Not surprisingly, the best educators I know possess a quality that is the opposite of fear: hopefulness. These 
educators provide hope for their students as a powerful antidote to fear by being optimistic that problems can 
be solved, progress can be made, in-roads can be paved for all the personal, social and global issues about which 
their students worry. These educators embrace their work as innovators, planners, problem-solvers and 
facilitators of change. Despite the day-to-day conflicts they face and the greater challenges in which they engage, 
they always manage to communicate the absence of fear with their joy.  

 Regardless of SED?s motivation in the careful rollout of the Next Generation Standards, all the resources they 
have provided are very helpful.  

 And, by the way, ?Next Generation Standards? ? great name. 

Sally Ventura 

NYSEC President 
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Conference Overview 
Oct ober  17-19, 2018  

Albany Mar r iot t  

ELA: English Language ARTISTS 

  
Wednesday, Oct ober  17t h, 2018 

Early registration 4:00 pm ? 6:00 pm 

Networking Session 4:45 pm ? 6:00 pm 

  

Thursday, Oct ober  18t h, 2018 

Registration 7:00 am ? 1:00 pm, 2:00 ? 4:00 pm 

Continental breakfast 7:30 am ? 8:30 am 

Welcome and Opening Remarks, NYSEC president, Sally Vent ura 

Keynote Address, 9:00 am ? 10:00 am, Jil l  Bialosky 

Workshops and publisher exhibits, 10:15 am ? 1:00 pm 

Luncheon 1:00 ? 2:00 pm 

Keynote Address, 2:00 pm ? 3:00 pm, Liz Rosenberg 

Workshops and publisher exhibits, 3:15pm ? 4:15 pm 

Keynote Address, 4:30 pm ? 5:30 pm, Laura Robb 

Cocktails, Conversation, and Basket Raffle, 5:30 pm ? 6:30 pm 

  

Fr iday, Oct ober  19t h, 2018 

Registration 7:00 am ? 1:00 pm 

President Breakfast & Business Meeting, 7:45 am ? 8:30 am 

Keynote Address, 8:30 am ? 9:30 am, Alf red Tat um  

Workshops and publisher exhibits, 9:45 am ? 12:00 pm 

Awards Luncheon, 12:30 pm ? 3:00 pm 
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 2018 Workshop Highlights

 

  

   

· Using Visual Arts to Deepen Student Reading and Cultivate Empathy (9-12) 

· Finding Voice in Refugees (6-8) 

· All the World?s a Stage: Even in Elementary School (3-8) 

· Holocaust Educators? Journey Through Poland (6-12) 

· The Re-Genre Project: Digital Remixing for Improved Composition and 

Transfer (6-12) 

· Horror in the Classroom (9-12) 

· Writing, Revised: Writing Love, Hope, and Resilience (general) 

· You in Six Words & Six Images ? Cultivating Classroom Culture with Video 

(9-12) 

· The Gratitude Project: Transforming Student Voice (general) 

· BYOB (Bring Your Own Book): Book Talks about Contemporary YA, Fiction, 

and Nonfiction to Use in Your Classroom (general) 
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Catch up on some great reading this summer !! 

NYSEC is pleased to announce i ts fi r st annual Summer Book Club. Join educators 
from around the state as we par ticipate in an onl ine book club. Here are the books 
that we wi l l  be reading and discussing this summer : 

  

Turtles All The Way Down by John Green  
(June 25 - July 15) 
  
 Reading For Their Life by Alf red Tat um  
 (July 16 - August  5) 
  
 Dear Martin by Nic St one 
 (August  6 - August  26) 
  
  
  
  
  
  
 

Wat ch our  Facebook page t o join t he Sum m er  Book Club FB group.  
   

NYSEC SUMMER BOOK CLUB OPPORTUNITY

https://www.facebook.com/nysecteach/
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NEWS  from the State Education Department

NYSED Updat e
Er ik  Sweet , Associat e in English Language Ar t s 

New York  St at e Educat ion Depar t m ent ?s Of f ice of  Cur r iculum  and Inst ruct ion  

Next  Generat ion Learning St andards Conferences 

This past school year has been a very busy and productive year for the English Language Arts 
Standards work. In September 2017, the Board of Regents adopted the Next Generation Learning 
Standards, which will be fully implemented in schools for the first time in school year 2020-21. The 
great collaboration between NYSEC and the New York State Education Department?s Office of 
Curriculum and Instruction has continued with NYSEC Executive Board member Michelle G. Bulla and 
former NYSEC Board member John Harmon both participating as presenters in the New York State 
Education Department?s Supporting All Learners conferences. These conferences, held in Saratoga 
Springs, Rochester, and Manhattan, were organized by the State Education Department to provide 
guidance to educators around the state on the Next Generation English Language Arts Learning 
Standards.  

Materials from the conferences, including presentations, handouts, and videos can be found on the 
NYSED Next Generation Learning Standards website.  

· Saratoga, Springs, NY conference materials (November 30th, 2017) 

· Rochester, NY conference materials (March 28th, 2018)
 
· New York City conference materials (June 8th, 2018)  

St andards Roadm ap and Im plem ent at ion  

To help guide the implementation of the Next Generation Learning Standards, the Department worked 
with partners from the BOCES, school districts, NYSUT, and others to create a Next Generation 
Learning Standards Roadmap for implementation. The implementation timeline includes three 
phases, which are broken down into goals, activities, and district steps within the Roadmap:  

- Please see the Guidance on Locally Required Summer Reading Assignments 
memo, which outlines key considerations if a school or teacher asks a student to 
complete a required reading assignment over the summer.   

http://www.nysed.gov/next-generation-learning-standards
http://www.nysed.gov/next-generation-learning-standards
http://www.nysed.gov/next-generation-learning-standards
http://www.nysed.gov/next-generation-learning-standards
http://www.nysed.gov/curriculum-instruction/next-generation-ela-math-learning-standards-conference-november-2017
http://www.nysed.gov/curriculum-instruction/next-generation-ela-math-learning-standards-conference-november-2017
http://www.nysed.gov/curriculum-instruction/rochester-regional-supporting-all-students-conference-march-2018
http://www.nysed.gov/curriculum-instruction/rochester-regional-supporting-all-students-conference-march-2018
http://www.nysed.gov/curriculum-instruction/new-york-city-regional-supporting-all-students-conference-hunter-college-june-2018
http://www.nysed.gov/curriculum-instruction/new-york-city-regional-supporting-all-students-conference-hunter-college-june-2018
http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/curriculum-instruction/nys-next-generation-ela-mathematics-standards-roadmap.pdf
http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/curriculum-instruction/nys-next-generation-ela-mathematics-standards-roadmap.pdf
http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/curriculum-instruction/nys-next-generation-ela-mathematics-standards-roadmap.pdf
http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/curriculum-instruction/nys-next-generation-ela-mathematics-standards-roadmap.pdf
http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/curriculum-instruction/nys-next-generation-ela-mathematics-standards-roadmap.pdf
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/ciai/ela/summerreading09.html
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STATE ED INFO CONTINUED

- Phase I: Raise Awareness (Wint er  2018-Wint er /Spr ing 2019): Professional development on 
NYS Next Generation Learning Standards; two-day assessments measuring the 2011 P-12 
Learning Standards. 

- Phase II: Build Capacit y (Spr ing 2019-Sum m er  2020): Professional development continuing on 
NYS Next Generation Learning Standards; two-day assessments measuring the 2011 P-12 
Learning Standards. 

- Phase III Full Im plem ent at ion (Sept em ber  2020 ? ongoing): Full implementation of the NYS 
Next Generation Learning Standards. 

- Spr ing 2021: New grade 3-8 tests measuring the NYS Next Generation Learning Standards.   

The Next Generation Learning Standards Roadmap webpage includes links to resources and 
organizations that can assist with local school district implementation of the standards. Additionally, a 
Roadmap Overview and Frequently Asked Questions document is available, along with an at-a-glance 
summary flyer, on the Next Generation website.  

Sum m er  Reading  
Summer reading is important for students so they can continue to build reading skills and avoid 
academic learning loss or ?summer slide.? In partnership with libraries across New York State, the New 
York State Library has created a series of resources to support summer reading, along the theme for 
2018: Libraries Rock! The website includes resources, materials, and downloadable materials such as 
flyers, a research brief on the importance of summer reading, suggested summer reading lists (with 
New York connections) and brochures to support summer reading.  

The Office of Curriculum and Instruction provides guidance around summer reading assignments, which 
are administered locally. (Summer reading is not required by the State.)

http://www.nysed.gov/curriculum-instruction/next-generation-learning-standards-and-assessment-implementation-timeline
http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/curriculum-instruction/nys-next-generation-ela-mathematics-standards-roadmap-overview.pdf
http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/curriculum-instruction/nys-next-generation-ela-mathematics-standards-roadmap-overview.pdf
http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/curriculum-instruction/nys-next-generation-ela-mathematics-standards-roadmap-overview.pdf
http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/curriculum-instruction/nys-next-generation-ela-mathematics-standards-roadmap-overview.pdf
http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/curriculum-instruction/nys-next-generation-ela-mathematics-standards-roadmap-overview.pdf
http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/curriculum-instruction/nys-next-generation-ela-mathematics-standards-roadmap-overview.pdf
http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/curriculum-instruction/nys-next-generation-ela-mathematics-standards-roadmap-overview.pdf
http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/curriculum-instruction/nys-next-generation-ela-mathematics-standards-at-a-glance-flyer.pdf
http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/curriculum-instruction/nys-next-generation-ela-mathematics-standards-at-a-glance-flyer.pdf
http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/curriculum-instruction/nys-next-generation-ela-mathematics-standards-at-a-glance-flyer.pdf
http://www.nysl.nysed.gov/
http://www.nysl.nysed.gov/
http://www.nysl.nysed.gov/
http://www.nysl.nysed.gov/
http://www.nysl.nysed.gov/libdev/summer/
http://www.nysl.nysed.gov/libdev/summer/research.htm
http://www.nysl.nysed.gov/libdev/summer/research.htm
http://www.nysl.nysed.gov/libdev/summer/research.htm
http://www.nysl.nysed.gov/libdev/summer/research.htm
http://www.nysl.nysed.gov/libdev/summer/research.htm
http://www.nysl.nysed.gov/libdev/summer/research.htm
http://www.nysl.nysed.gov/libdev/summer/research.htm
http://www.nysl.nysed.gov/libdev/summer/research.htm
http://www.nysl.nysed.gov/libdev/summer/research.htm
http://www.nysl.nysed.gov/libdev/summer/explore.htm
http://www.nysl.nysed.gov/libdev/summer/explore.htm
http://www.nysl.nysed.gov/libdev/summer/explore.htm
http://www.nysl.nysed.gov/libdev/summer/explore.htm
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Laura Robb: The Inside Story

Certain educators have become mentors and beacons of light for generations of teachers. 
Donald Graves, Lucy Calkins, and Donald Murray are among those special guides. Laura Robb 
fits into that category for her work in teaching reading and writing to middle school students. 
Her wisdom and practical ideas have helped to shape the successful middle school classroom 
story. We are delighted to have Laura Robb back again with us this year to give a keynote 
address on Thursday, October 18.  
 Laura Robb?s success with middle school students is reflected in Atticus Finch?s words of 
wisdom to his daughter Scout: ?You never really understand a person until you consider things 
from his point of view, until you climb into his skin and walk around in it.?  In Robb?s view, the 
key for successful teaching is the quality of empathy. ?If a teacher can step inside a student?s 
shoes and think about that student as a learner, as a human being, as a person with needs, 
then she can begin to support that student.? The wonderful effect, Robb contends, is that a 
teacher?s empathy catches on and ?students begin to be empathetic to one another.?  
 Students need a classroom where they can be responsible, establish relationships, be able to 
ask questions and make choices about relevant issues, and maybe what is most crucial, feel a 
degree of hope. Students need, Robb believes, someone to lift them up and help them move 
forward. ?You have to love them,? she says.  
 Laura Robb?s life is a testimony to her beliefs. She continues as she likes to say ?to live on the 
edge? exploring and then sharing the latest strategies that work to make our students better 
readers and better writers. It?s hard to imagine a more worthy goal.  

  

  

Paul O?Brien 
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2018 CONFERENCE REGISTRATION AND HOTEL 
RESERVATION INFO

ELA TEACHERS GRADES 6-12 ?  
fellow ELA teacher seeking 
participants to complete a short 
survey for my dissertation: New 
York State Teachers Stages of 
Concern and the Extent of 
Implementation of English 
Language Arts Common Core State 
Standards in the Wake of Every 
Student Succeeds Act (ESSA).The 
10-minutes anonymous survey can 
be found at:
ht t ps:/ / surveym onkey.com / r /NYS_ELA

or  
www.Com m onCoreSt udy.weebly.com

CALL FOR PARTICIPATION IN ELA 
COMMON CORE SURVEY

Click  here t o regist er  for  t he conference

Fall is r ight  around t he corner ....

Make plans t o at t end t he NYSEC Conference t oday

St ay st eps away f rom  t he speakers and workshops 
at  t he beaut ifu l Albany Mar r iot t . 

Special Conference Rat es
Click  here t o reserve a room

Cont r ibut ors t o t he issue include:  Paul O'Brien, 
Erik Sweet, Sara Taveniere, and Sally Ventura

Michelle Kapr inksi-Edit or

Chr ist ine Furnia-Co-Edit or

PLEASE NOTE NYSEC'S NEW BUSINESS 
ADDRESS:

NYSEC
P.O. Box 481
Monroe, NY 10949

https://surveymonkey.com/r/NYS_ELA
http://www.commoncorestudy.weebly.com
https://www.nysecteach.org/conference-info/conference-registration/
https://www.nysecteach.org/conference-info/conference-registration/
https://www.nysecteach.org/conference-info/conference-registration/
https://www.nysecteach.org/conference-info/conference-registration/
https://www.nysecteach.org/conference-info/conference-registration/
https://www.nysecteach.org/conference-info/conference-registration/
https://www.nysecteach.org/conference-info/conference-registration/
https://www.nysecteach.org/conference-info/hotel-reservations/
https://www.nysecteach.org/conference-info/hotel-reservations/
https://www.nysecteach.org/conference-info/hotel-reservations/
https://www.nysecteach.org/conference-info/hotel-reservations/
https://www.nysecteach.org/conference-info/hotel-reservations/
https://www.nysecteach.org/conference-info/hotel-reservations/
https://www.nysecteach.org/conference-info/hotel-reservations/
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E d it or 's Not es
 

A f t er  som e r eal sou l-sear ch ing, I h ave d ecid ed  it ?s t im e f or  m e t o 
r et ir e f r om  NYSE C  and  t u r n t h e p age t o st ar t  a new  ch ap t er . 
Sim ilar  cur r icu lar  int er est s w ill st ill r em ain a f ocus f or  m e, bu t  w it h  
d if f er ent  lead er sh ip  goals in m ind . 
T h e incr ed ible jour ney of  ser ving as your  2 0 16 -2 0 17  Pr esid ent , as 
w ell as Mem ber sh ip  C h air  and  New slet t er  E d it or  leaves m e w it h  
count less m em or ies t h at  I w ill ch er ish  f or ever . 
Rest  assur ed  t h at  C h r ist ine Fur nia w ill cont inue t o br ing you t h e 
NYSE C  New s in t h e m ost  m od er niz ed  and  innovat ive w ays im aginable. I 
am  h um bled  and  f illed  w it h  gr at it ud e f or  t h e p ar t ner sh ip  C h r ist ine 
and  I h ave cu lt ivat ed  not  only via NYSE C  but  cur r ent ly in our  p lace 
of  em p loym ent  as w ell. 

T h e NYSE C  B oar d  is com p r om ised  of  ver y k now led geable and  
com p et ent  ind ivid uals w h o alw ays m ak e d ecisions in t h e best  int er est  
of  t each er s and  st ud ent s. I am  conf id ent  t h at  t h e gr oup  w ill cont inue 
t o gr ow  and  f lour ish  w it h  f r esh  new  t alent .
 
I w ish  you a w ell-d eser ved  and  r elax ing sum m er  and  a cont inued  
successf u l p at h  f r om  t h is d ay f or w ar d . T h ank  you f or  your  
sup p or t  and  d ed icat ion t o your  cr af t , your  p r ecious st ud ent s and  
our  or ganiz at ion. 
I k now  our  p at h s w ill cr oss again. U nt il t h en?  
  

  
 M ich elle Kap r insk i  


