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THE BEST OF BOTH WORLDS

A Review of Kate Roberts' A Novel Approach: 
Whole-Class Novels, Student-Centered Teaching, 
and Choice

By Christine Zandstra, Wappingers CSD

   Current English instruction seems to have 
branched into two camps:  the traditional model 
(using mainly whole-class texts) and the 
reading/writing workshop model (centering 
around independent reading and mini-lessons).  
But Kate Roberts? latest book, A Novel Approach, 
argues that it doesn?t have to be an 
?all-or-nothing? instructional method - that a blending of the two pedagogies 
is preferable - and she provides a specific roadmap to help.
 When she began her career in education as an English teacher in Brooklyn, 
she taught the way she was taught as a student:  whole-class novels and 
plays.  And while she freely admits there were moments where she and her 
students reached epiphanies about the texts, for the most part these 
moments of literary lightning bolts were solely hers. Further, these texts 
were not motivating her students to read more or become independent 
learners.  She was moving the metaphorical literary mountain by herself, and 
it wasn?t budging much.
 Then she began teaching at a workshop school and saw students reading 
more and getting better at reading independently.  But even as she was 
inspired by this new model, she missed those experiences where the whole 

class was deeply involved in the same book.  She decided to use a blended 
model that incorporated the strengths of each.  So she decided she could 
have the best of both worlds.  
 What resulted was this wonderful new book, which allows readers and 
teachers a way to mix whole-class novels in a student-centered, workshop 
method.  Instead of trying to ?teach a book,? and to ensure that readers? 
needs are being met, she begins with a chapter on how to choose the best 
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IT'S TRUE!

Can you believe it? 

In addit ion to Kate Roberts, NYSEC 

Conference attendees will also have 

the privilege of hearing  renowned 

authors Laurie Halse Anderson and 

Brendan Kiely.  This will make for 

one amazing conference!

Laurie Halse Anderson is best 

known for her young adult  novels 

including Speak, Fever 1793,  and the 

Seeds of America trilogy comprised 

of Chains, Forge  and Ashes.

Brendan Kiely's most notable works 

include his collaborat ion with Jason 

Reynolds  on the young adult  novel 

All American Boys and his other 

highly acclaimed young adult  novels 

The Gospel of Winter, Tradition, and 

The Last True Love Story.

NYSEC is excited and honored to 

welcome both of these fine authors 

to our conference!

KATE ROBERTS CONT'D

KATE ROBERTS TO OPEN CONFERENCE

book for the whole class based on what skills are going to be taught.  This is 
also crucial because we must understand that we cannot teach everything in 
every book, and that our objective is to help students become independent 
readers who can transfer their skills from one text to the next.

Next, she shows the reader how to plan out the novel using read-alouds, 

mini-lessons (which she breaks down into parts and even provides a 

planning guide), and time for independent reading, all hallmarks of a 

workshop model.  There is a whole chapter devoted to differentiating 

learning with small groups and conferences.  Another chapter deals with 

how to tackle the challenges of teaching whole-class texts, like how to help 

kids who struggle with the book and how to push students who are ready for 

more.  She also provides direction on how to assess students? reading growth 

throughout the novel, how to launch independent readers using book clubs 

and how to end the unit with a variety of assessments. There are online 

videos that show Kate in action, demonstrating her methods with students 

in classrooms.

 A Novel Approach is much more than how to design a novel unit.  It gives tips 

on differentiating instruction, assessing reading growth, and launching 

independent readers using book clubs and transferring skills across units 

and texts.

 Roberts gives readers a way in, a way to use whole-class texts in the most 

meaningful way to help all students become more skilled, independent 

readers. 

 Kate Roberts taught reading and writing in Brooklyn, NY and was a literacy 

coach before joining the Teacher 's College Reading and Writing Project in 

2005, where she worked as a Lead Staff Developer for 11 years. She is also 

the co-author of Falling in Love with Close Reading (with Christopher Lehman), 

DIY Literacy (with Maggie Beattie Roberts), and she co-wrote two Units of 

Study books on Literary Essay.   

NYSEC is excited to announce that Kate 

Roberts will kickoff our 2019 Annual 

Conference as our keynote speaker on 

Thursday morning, October 17th. In 

addition, Roberts' books will be for sale, 

and she will be available for signing.



PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

Dear Members, 

For the first time in a long time, I felt like a struggling, reluctant writer. I was not 

trying to avoid writing, and I certainly did not forget that I had to write. I simply 

could not write my thoughts coherently on a piece of paper. I brainstormed 

ideas, I drafted at least five different versions of this article, and I went through 

to edit and revise each one. Initially, I wrote about topics like the symbol of 

renewal in the springtime and its impact on our lives as educators, the difficulty 

of juggling too many responsibilit ies, the importance of integrating creative 

writing practices into our classrooms, and the value of independent reading on 

a daily basis. After many attempts, it was clear to me that I needed to take a 

break, step back, and reexamine what my purpose was. Recognizing and 

utilizing reflective practices is something I have been trying to focus on in my 

role as NYSEC President, as an educator, and in my personal life as well. I began 

thinking about the goals that I set for myself when I became NYSEC President. I 

remembered that I wanted to encourage all of you to attend our conference in 

order to help motivate you, inspire you, and encourage you to spark joy in your 

classrooms.

 As we embark on the last couple of months of our school year, please consider 

that we have an opportunity for growth as we contemplate and evaluate the 

work that we have done all year personally, with our students, and our with our 

colleagues. My conference chair and I carefully constructed the theme of this 

year?s conference which stemmed from constant conversations about what we 

do on a daily basis in and out of the classroom. Together, we realized that while 

we love our jobs, and consider them to be rewarding, so much of what we do 

every day can be overwhelming and exhausting. As a result of that, sometimes 

we can lose sight of what is truly important. The theme of our conference this 

year is, ?Reigniting the Spark: Empowering Our Students, Our Colleagues, and 

Ourselves through Reflection, Hope and Compassion.? We selected keynote 

speakers that will empower and inspire you to return back to your classrooms 

ready to set the world on fire. Laurie Halse Anderson, Brendan Kiely, and Kate 

Roberts will join us for the conference October 16? October 18, 2019.

 I also thought about how I originally became involved with NYSEC. My college 

professor, who at the time was an Executive Board member with NYSEC, 



PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE CONT'D

WORKSHOP PROPOSALS

encouraged all of the students in my cohort to join the organization during our freshmen year. She 

taught us the importance of networking, committing to life-long learning through professional 

development, and how to stay current in educational trends and literature. Joining NYSEC was one of 

the best things I could have done for myself early in my college years. Remaining active in this 

organization has been one of the most rewarding experiences in my career. Through NYSEC I have 

been able to learn from teachers all over the state. I have been able to present my own classroom 

practices to novice and veteran educators, and I have had the opportunity to learn from authors and 

pedagogues each year at our conference. As most of you know, our conference allows attendees to 

take a day or two away from the classroom to learn new strategies and network with other educators 

at various grade levels.  

 My goal for you as you finish up the next couple of months in your school year is to take time to 

write. I invite all of you to write down all of the things that you did well this year, the things that you 

want to improve on for next year, and lastly, a wish list containing all of the things you would like to 

learn or implement into your classrooms. You may want to consult your list and turn them into a 

workshop proposal so that you can potentially have the opportunity to share your practices with 

other educators around the state. We are also currently taking nominations for a variety of awards for 

Educators of Excellence, Programs of Excellence, Mini-Grants, and also Early Career Scholarships. 

Submitting a proposal, nominating someone for an award, or reaching out to colleagues to encourage 

them to become members of NYSEC will help us continue to cultivate a positive environment where 

people come together to share their practices and experiences. I look forward to joining you in 

reflective practice, and I also commit to continue promoting NYSEC to help us grow our membership 

so that we can continue to learn from one another.

 Be well, and enjoy the spring!

Sara A. Taveniere, NYSEC President

 

What's on your list of things you did well this year? What can you share with 

your colleagues around the state? Please consider giving others the 

opportunity to join in your excitement by subm it t ing a workshop proposal 

HERE 

http://www.nysecteach.org/conference-info/workshop-proposal/
http://www.nysecteach.org/conference-info/workshop-proposal/
http://www.nysecteach.org/conference-info/workshop-proposal/


VICE PRESIDENT-COLLEGE

 How often or how well do our schools and our classrooms respond to their 

communities? Does the literature that we choose to teach match the reality students 

see in their neighborhoods? Do our writing assignments make sense in our multi-media/social media 

based world? How much and what ambient language do students hear? And how does that impact their 

language development?

Even some of our accreditors are now emphasizing the importance of responding to the community. In 

my college, we are currently beginning to investigate if new teachers are responding to community needs 

and if teacher prep candidates are ready to equitably support all of their students in an ever more diverse 

school setting. We are trying hard to engage with our local schools as equal partners.

In our institution, for example, teachers from two local districts are part of one of our advisory groups. 

We meet regularly to hear what the district teachers and administrators feel our students need to know 

and be able to do to be successful in their districts? classrooms. We discuss where we emphasize in our 

teacher prep curriculum the skills and strategies that these district professionals desire in their new 

colleagues. If skills are missing from our rather traditional, but developing, approach to teacher prep, we 

are working on compensating district teachers to lead after school seminars for their peers and our 

teacher candidates so that our students can be the outstanding interviewees who are hired in the 

districts that serve the neediest and/or the most affluent.   

All of these issues are very important, and sometimes I wish we had more definitive answers, but, at 

other times, I wonder if the process of questioning and of seeking data to respond to our concerns may 

be even more important than finding the ?answer?. For now, we are innovation friendly and focused on 

improvement. We are looking for direct evidence of community involvement and community-focused 

curricula as ways to improve student performance. We know that there are contextual challenges that 

require local solutions.

As teacher preparation institutions, we know that we need to teach learning theory and content, 

pedagogy, and professional knowledge related to learners. But we do not want to forget the social and 

emotional aspects that are so reflective of the students? communities. We want to instill in our students 

culturally responsive practices and dispositions that deal with racial, ethnic, class, and gender issues. For 

what other way is there to create positive learning environments in diverse socioeconomic and cultural 

communities? We want our students to engage in their school communities and to grow good 

relationships with neighborhood caregivers. Our goal is to train teachers who can reduce the 

achievement gap, for, according to data from Luschei and Jeong (2018), (as we instinctively feel), 

sometimes more qualified teachers (having more years of experience and/or higher academic 

credentials) are found in academically and socioeconomically advantaged school districts. In fact, even 

within-school ?quality sorting? is found in higher income areas. 

 Some of our graduates are definitely focusing their efforts on using community to lessen the 

achievement gap. For example, one person is trying to change awareness about teacher attitudes in her 

building. Her goal is to foster more culturally responsive constructivist teaching. Another graduate is 

Community



STUDENT CORNER

Grandpa's Cigar

January 13, 2019

By Jason Devaraj

A pinata hangs

next to streamers

and cellophane banners

with Nemo

playing in the background.

 Children fight

over party favors

and cookie wafers

until they dye

their t-shirts rainbow.

 

The cramped dining room,

filled with unfamiliar family.

sings in unison

the birthday song

with wishes of wealth

and good health

until the short breath

of the restless boy

smothers the flame on the 
cake.

 He starts a new year

seperated from you,

with only a memory

of your scent of smoke.

 

VP COLLEGE CONT'D

advocating for creative ways for students to learn content in their 

first language.  A third professional is investigating teacher 

attitudes toward effective methods of literacy instruction for 

English Language Learners in integrated ELA classrooms.

A school?s literacy vision can benefit from family engagement as 

well as from literacy-rich classrooms (Cooke, 2019) stocked with 

appropriately complex, culturally responsive texts that matter to 

students (Kirk, 2019). Maybe our literature units can discuss how 

characters work (and don?t work) together, and teachers and 

students can make meaningful connections to the classroom, the 

home, and the community (Wood, Kincaid, & Kissel, 2019) 

because community matters.

Louisa Kram er -Vida
NYSEC Execut ive Board
Vice President -College

References
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CONFERENCE REGISTRATION AND HOTEL

Regist er  t oday for  t he 2019 NYSEC Conference!

Reigniting the Spark: Empowering Our Students, Our Colleagues, and 

Ourselves through Reflection, Hope and Compassion

October 16-18, 2019

at  t he beaut ifu l Albany Mar r iot t  

Click here for a special hotel rate for NYSEC Members

https://www.nysecteach.org/conference-info/conference-registration/
https://www.nysecteach.org/conference-info/hotel-reservations/


FEATURED MEMBER

 

Medical Et hics (Bioet hics): When ELA, Living Environm ent , and Special Educat ion Com bine 

The original idea for the bioethics project came from Julie McLaughlin, Biology. She had 

attended a summer workshop and brought back materials for a unit about Rebecca Skloot?s 

The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks. This was my first year teaching English 10, and I was 

sorting out what I should adopt, adapt, or ignore from the New York State Curriculum 

Modules, including the ELA 10 research module which includes Skloot?s book. Julie has always 

been committed to content-area literacy, incorporating a wide variety of reading and writing 

in her Living Environment and ACE Biology courses. But the pressures of time and testing 

meant that she wouldn?t be able to incorporate a lengthy unit into an already tight calendar. I, 

too, was trying to design a new research unit that would better address the CCSS and my 

students? needs and interests. With these challenges in mind, Julie and I thought that if we 

partnered for an interdisciplinary co-taught unit, we would be able to meet all of our goals. 

Ann Freeland, Special Education, made the idea for a co-taught bioethics unit a reality. Ann 

worked with both Julie and me as a consultant special education teacher and was the original 

bridge between our two contents. She communicated with both of us when we couldn?t find 

time to plan together as well as with administration 

when we needed a large group space, technology, or 

other supplies. She designed the timeline and 

organizational systems that kept students (and teachers) 

on track throughout the project. She also worked with us 

to differentiate the process and product for students 

more of a push or more support. 

Though the project has evolved over the past five years, 

certain components have remained the same. We value 

student choice. We provide students with seven to eight 

topic options and three media options for the 

presentation portion. We are, however, always open to 

students? ideas and suggestions for new topics and media. We value literacy. Every student 

completes an extensive research process, assessing and closely reading multiple sources 

independently. Every student also completes an argument essay, editing and revising with 

peers and teachers to achieve a final, polished draft. We value differentiation. Our students 

have diverse academic needs, and we are flexible and creative in meeting those needs. We 

value collaboration. Each of us utilizes cooperative learning strategies in our own classrooms, 

A student revising her draft with comments 
from her teachers.



CONT'D

APPLY FOR A PROGRAM OF EXCELLENCE AWARD

and we think it?s vital that students see authentic collaboration. This project gives us an 

opportunity to model the skills and attitudes we expect them to demonstrate when working 

with others. 

The key component to successful projects is, of course, the students. While our passion and 

enthusiasm were contagious, each student makes this project his or her own. From choosing a 

topic to choosing a media with which to present that topic, we are continually impressed with 

our students? engagement and ambition. Not all of our students will go on to be writers or 

scientists, but all of our students finish the project as stronger writers, better problem-solvers, 

and more creative, critical thinkers. Perhaps most importantly, because of this experience, 

students recognize that the content areas aren?t discrete boxes: all knowledge and 

understanding is connected. 

For more information about our Medical Ethics (Bioethics) Unit, visit 

http://mrsshepardtravels.weebly.com/professional-learning-community.html 

Christa Calkins-2018 Program of Excellence Winner 

 

With everyone at different points in 
their research, large group spaces 
and a flipped classroom model 
allow for productivity and flexibility.  

Four Corners Discussion about 
Legalizing Organ Sales. 
 

Left:  Ms. McLaughlin conferencing with a student.  Right:  Mrs. 
Freeland scribing for a student.  

Christa Calkins, Ann Freeland, and Julie McLaughlin 
were recipients of a 2018 NYSEC Program  of  
Excellence award. All three were able to attend the 
conference to accept their award.  Next year could be 
you! Click here to apply!

https://www.nysecteach.org/awards/program-excellence-application/


VICE PRESIDENT-ADMINISTRATION

 Earlier this school year, I was asked to co-chair the LIRACHE (Long Island Regional 
Advisory Council on Higher Education) committee formed to improve academic writing 

in high schools for students preparing to go to college. The committee was formed by the 
Superintendents/College Presidents Partnership on Long Island. The committee comprised of high school 
teachers and higher education professors met twice and Kyrie Siegel, my cochair and I presented our 
goals to Commissioner Elia on November 28. A number of committee members come from the NYSEC 
Board and the Board of the Long Island Language Arts Council. Over the next year, the committee will 
work to implement the charge and goals that we developed: 

Our Charge:

To promote college readiness by fostering articulation and bridging the gap between public schools and 
higher education through vertical and horizontal alignment of curriculum, assessment and 
research-based practices; to foster inquiry and critical thinking skills in academic writing across the 
disciplines/content areas. 

Our Goals:

1. Complete a progression that aligns the current P-12 NYS Writing Standards and Practices with 
college writing expectations in order to promote all educators? awareness and understanding and 
ease the transition of secondary education students into higher education.

A. Including Best Practices for lifelong readers and writers in The Standards Introduction
B. Including the language of instruction and assessment
C. Share NYS Writing Standards and Practices with higher education representatives to 

determine what gaps exists, if any
D. Compare higher education writing expectations with NYS Writing Standards and Practices
E. Create document that aligns 11-12 grade band NYS Writing Standards and Practices with 

freshman year expectations shared by local colleges and universities

2. Curate a list of suggestions for local teacher preparation programs that includes current, 
research-based practices for the teaching of writing instruction in all academic disciplines.

A. Emphasize Best Practices for lifelong readers and writers in Standards Intro
B. Survey local higher education teacher preparation programs to determine how prospective 

teachers of all subject areas are trained as future writing instructors
C. Compare writing instruction preparation with NYS Writing Standards and Practices. 
D. Create list of suggestions 

3. Determine the degree to which the writing skills of students entering higher education are meeting 
the goals established through the NYS Writing Standards and Practices and are aligned with the 
expectations shared among universities and colleges. 

A. Survey higher education representatives regarding  expectations
B. Compare higher ed writing expectations with NYS Writing Standards and Practices
C. Create a document that aligns 11-12 grade band NYS Writing Standards and Practices with 

freshman year expectations shared by local colleges and universities



VP ADMINISTRATION CONT'D

4. Create a collection of resources for public school teachers in all content areas that will enhance 
writing readiness for students entering higher education.

A. For example, Best Practices for Lifelong Learners in Standards introduction
B. Survey public schools regarding writing expectations and instruction.
C. Compare higher education writing expectations with NYS Writing Standards and Practices
D. Research effective writing instruction practices.
E. Create a resource tool that will facilitate public school teachers? implementation of writing 

instruction aligned with higher ed writing expectations. 
F. Work collaboratively with media specialists to create a digital repository  

5. Establish exchanges and partnerships and expand professional learning opportunities to facilitate 
ongoing collaboration.

A. Survey local public schools, colleges, and universities to determine writing professional 
development needs.  

B. Research writing instruction professional development offered by CTLE providers. 
C. Create list of recommendations.
D. Share committee recommendations with CTLE providers that will help develop professional 

development. 

Being part of this committee has been an interesting and eye-opening experience. Working with high 

school teachers of English, professors from Long Island institutions of higher learning and one University 

president to align instruction in high school classrooms with expectations in college and university 

classrooms is a challenging enterprise. I will share one thought with which we all seem to agree: Many 

higher education professors would like to see students come to them with less formulaic writing and with 

more of a variety of organizational patterns that reflect deeper thinking. No easy task. 

 Stay tuned for further developments. 

Respectfully submitted,

Victor Jaccarino

VP Administration
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 Love Lost  

January 17, 2019
By Karina Lew

From a distance everything looks 

right

rides moving, music blasting.

Stepping closer

you smell freshly popped uneaten 

popcorn,

See untouched plates full of food.

Feel the loss of happiness,

The emptiness.

Rides are silently traveling

down their tracks.

No screams. No terror.

The kids' area is empty of giggles

The innocence lost

with the music still blasting,

reminding you of time.

Gates are closed,

with an open sign still up

 

Karina is a senior in a creative 

writing class at South Huntington 

UFSD

 "MVP"
By Sean Helferich

I coast down the floor like a Cheet ah

My Euro step is smooth Butter

Past everybody to the basket I SCORE!

I?ve got so many points they can?t count anymore

My moves so good they should be illegal

WHEE-WHOO WHEE-WHOO

Somebody call 9-1-1

Cuz when I break your ankles it ain?t no fun

?I?m just like Derozan 

If I shoot it goes in?

I?m on an ocean everything I put up is WET  d
 r

 i

   p

When you check the scores my team won I bet 

I?m like a majestic ballerina dancing down the court

There?s only one way to stop me from getting to the basket

You?ll have to put up a FORT

I put the other team?s dreams in a Casket 

I be saucing spinning slaying splashing

BANG BANG BANG!!!!

I dribble down behind the arc, the shot goes up

?  waiting ?   the buzzer sounds

EHHHHHHH!
We won the game 

MVP they shout when they mention my name

Sean is a 9th grader at Broadalbin-Perth High School



What  Are You Running From ?
January 19, 2019
By Skylar Pekarek

Shattered glass rests on wooden floorboards

as careful footsteps tiptoe around.

The thick walls of mortar and cracked bricks

a shield against the nighttime stars.

The graffit i, a comfort in a chamber of solitude.

This is your fortress, hidden from the word.

Rot, rust, and mold enter your lungs,

exhaled by a foggy breath.

The cotton from a torn couch shifts

as you crouch behind it, awaiting

sirens searching for a trespasser.

You cling to yourself, nails digging into your scarred arms.

The first step inside was a mistake, but

if you leave, you will be caught, captured, chastised.

The longer you linger, the worse it will be.

A warm tear falls down your cheek as sirens blare in the 
distance.
 

STUDENT CORNER

Gam e Over
December 16, 2018
by Anthony Bosco

It was a basketball

soaring stealthily

towards the hoop.

The clock ticking down

getting closer and closer to the buzzer,

awaiting the celebration of the victor.

The sweat dripping off the players

while the final play is being ran,

the bright lights showing it off.

The slow dribble of the ball

bouncing up and down

off the hard wooden floor.

The shot goes up?

the ball swishing

so peacefully,

waiting to return to its home
 

Anthony and Skyler are seniors in a creative writing class at South 
Huntington UFSD.

 

Abandoned Soccer  Ball

December 21, 2018

by William Valle

I found it in a prickly shrub? leather torn, discolored, and misshapen. Nearby, a patchy soccer field can be seen, the 

boundaries marked with indentations in the soft mud. Goals are represented by the gap between two leftover Coca-Cola 

cans. Its owner was nowhere in sight except for a trail of footprints leading towards a now inhabited village. I reach for it, 

as the minute daggers cut my unwashed hands. On it are two letters followed by a number written in crayon. The 

scorching sun at my zenith, as I cross the field where it once dribbled? where it once soared through the sky, in search of 

someone to receive it.

 

William is a senior in a creative writing course at South Huntington UFSD.



NEWS FROM NYSED

NY St at e Educat ion Depar t m ent  Of f ice of  Cur r iculum  and Inst ruct ion Updat e
Er ik  Sweet , Associat e in English Language Ar t s erik.sweet@nysed.gov; (518) 474-5922
February 2019

As spring approaches, I know we are all looking forward to some warmer days ahead! With this 
update, I hope to share some current and forthcoming resources, plus some ideas about a possible 
statewide writing initiative. All the resources listed below are on the NYSED (www.nysed.gov) 
website. If you any questions, or would like to share some ideas, feel free to contact me at my email 
or phone number above. 

For t hcom ing Resources (Spring 2019 and beyond)
The Office of Curriculum and Instruction is developing a Guide for Aligning Local Curricula to the Next 
Generation English Language Arts Learning Standards. This resource, tentatively scheduled to be 
released in late spring 2019, will provide examples of how educators can align their local curriculum 
to the new standards. The guide, which will not be required for districts to use, is being piloted with 
several NY State school districts now before it is finalized. A similar guide for math is also being 
developed and will be released with the ELA guide. 

When completed, this resource will be posted on the NYSED Next Generation Learning Standards 
website (http://www.nysed.gov/next-generation-learning-standards). 

NYSED English Language Ar t s Advisory Panel

Since 2011, the NYS Education Department has had subject area advisory panels for 
English Language Arts, Mathematics, Social Studies, and Science. NYSEC?s Executive Board has had 
representation on the panel since the beginning, with current Executive Board members Michelle 
Bulla and Michelle Peterson-Davis on the panel. The ELA Advisory Panel helped provide guidance for 
the development of the Next Generation ELA Learning Standards, which were approved in 2017. The 
panel also reviews policies and resources for English Language Arts standards, curriculum, and 
assessments and meets in Albany four times a year. 

In the coming months, the English Language Arts Advisory Panel will help to brainstorm ideas for a 
possible statewide writing initiative to support the new ELA Standards and research-based writing in 
the classroom. This is in the beginning stages of discussion, but we will keep you updated as we 
move forward! 

Next  Generat ion St andards Roadm ap and Im plem ent at ion 
To help guide the implementation of the Next Generation Learning Standards, the Department 
worked with partners from school districts, BOCES, NYSUT, and others to create a Next Generation 
Learning Standards Roadmap for implementation. The implementation timeline includes three 
phases, which are broken down into goals, activities, and district steps within the Roadmap. 

http://www.nysed.gov
http://www.nysed.gov/next-generation-learning-standards
http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/curriculum-instruction/nys-next-generation-ela-mathematics-standards-roadmap.pdf
http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/curriculum-instruction/nys-next-generation-ela-mathematics-standards-roadmap.pdf
http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/curriculum-instruction/nys-next-generation-ela-mathematics-standards-roadmap.pdf
http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/curriculum-instruction/nys-next-generation-ela-mathematics-standards-roadmap.pdf
http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/curriculum-instruction/nys-next-generation-ela-mathematics-standards-roadmap.pdf


The Next Generation Learning Standards Roadmap webpage also includes links to resources and 
organizations that can assist with local school district implementation of the standards. Additionally, 
an editable Roadmap document, Roadmap Overview and Frequently Asked Questions document, 
and an at-a-glance summary flyer, are all available on the Next Generation website. 

NYS Next  Generat ion Roadm ap Spot l ight  
We would love to hear about what your school is doing to implement the Next Generation ELA 
Standards. The Roadmap Spotlight, created by the NYSED Office of Curriculum and Instruction,  will 
highlight district initiatives towards implementing the New York State Next Generation English 
Language Arts (ELA) and Mathematics Learning Standards. The first issue is currently posted on the 
website. Educators, administrators, and leaders across New York State contribute articles with each 
other in mind, sharing their successes, challenges, and best practices related to the implementation 
of the revised standards. The NYS Next Generation Roadmap Spotlight will be published regularly. 
Articles can be submitted through standards@nysed.gov . We look forward to reading your stories! 

 

   

NYSED  CONT'D

 

Creat ive Wr it ing Award

$100 will be awarded to two students in grades 9-12 for their writing  poetry and short 

fiction. The winners and their teachers will be honored at our annual Award Luncheon. 

Click here for more details.

Publishing

Send your students' stories, essays, poems, or articles to the editor for potential 

publication in the NYSEC News. Email submissions to the editor at 

nysecvendors@gmail.com

NYSEC STUDENT WRITING OPPORTUNITIES

http://www.nysed.gov/curriculum-instruction/next-generation-learning-standards-and-assessment-implementation-timeline
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CALL FOR THE ENGLISH RECORD

FRIENDS OF EXCELLENCE

Aim s

The English Record publishes original peer reviewed contributions that focus on the field of English 

education.  The English Record features articles on pedagogy, essays, commentaries, program 

descriptions, reflective narratives, book reviews, poetry, and occasional student work.  Please check 

the website nysecteach.org for more information.  

Subm issions

Manuscripts should be submitted electronically to Lou Ventura via e-mail at 

englishrecord@olean.wnyric.org.  

Manuscripts should be prepared using MS Word.  All parts of the manuscript should be double 

spaced.  Please number all pages consecutively.  Each manuscript should include a cover sheet 

with the author?s name, affiliation, position, a short two or three line author bio, preferred mailing 

address, telephone and e-mail address.  

Identifying information should not appear elsewhere in the manuscript.  Please include an abstract 

on the cover page of no more than 100 words.  Manuscripts must conform to APA standards.  

Manuscripts that do not utilize APA will be returned.  

All images, tables, figures and additional materials should be sent as separate files with a figure 

heading and notation within the manuscript for preferred placement.

There is an open deadline and manuscripts can be submitted at any time.  

Perm issions

As the author, you are required to secure any necessary permissions to reproduce any student 

work or materials from other sources.

Com plim ent ary Copies

Each corresponding author will receive a copy of the issue after publication.

A highlight  of  our  conference each year  is t he gif t  basket  
raf f le t hat  each board m em ber  provides. Proceeds f rom  t he 
raf f le go direct ly t o Fr iends of  Excellence. This cam paign 
suppor t s t he m any program s and awards t hat  NYSEC 
sponsors. Please consider  donat ing t o t h is fund t o assist  
ot hers in our  f ield. Your  gif t  w il l  be acknow ledged in our  
annual conference program .

Click  HERE for  m ore inform at ion.

http://www.nysecteach.org/membership/friends-of-excellence/


FEATURED BOARD MEMBER

Paul O?Brien, New York State Executive Board Member
Retired from high school teaching after 47 years in the classroom. 

 It is Sunday, Super Bowl Sunday, and I have my list of things to do before I sit down to watch Tom Brady try to win his 
sixth Super Bowl.  After Church and breakfast with our sister-in-law and hubby, we pop into Target and then Hannaford.  
It?s about 1:30 when I sit down at my desk ?  plenty of time before the 6:30 kickoff.

 Focus, Paul. I have made a list.  Number one:  do the minutes from the last school board meeting ?  I am the secretary.  
I look at my approximately 25 pages of scrawled notes ?  I have become so illegible.  This ?ain?t? going to be easy.  I 
finish about 3:15  and move to Number two: draft a notice for our major school fundraiser in April, one that can be used 
when we solicit donations.  This task, which includes having my wife do a read for accuracy, requires about 30 minutes. 
Then I take a break for a Diet Coke and a small dish of pistachios. About 4, I sit down for Task three:  read for the third 
time, this time highlighting key passages, the two stories I will focus on tomorrow when I do a book review of Haruki 
Murakami?s ?Men Without Women? at our downtown library.  Each time I read the stories before, I had used a different 
color pen: first black and then red. Now I am highlighting in orange ?  I am highlighting too much! I can?t possibly read 
all the highlights in my presentation, which runs an hour, of which I have planned  about 15-20 minutes for each story.  I 
finish about 6:15, and Debbie says, ?I have some tapas set for the game, but would you like a litt le pasta with your 
shrimp??  ?Sounds good,? I say, as I pour a glass of wine, grab a bottle of water, and head upstairs to the television 
room.

 Some may say that the Super Bowl was dull, a low-scoring bore, but I was in it all the way, knowing that the game could 
turn at any moment, but Coach Belichick?s defensive plans worked, and Tom Brady clicked often enough with Julian 
Edelman to lead the Pats to a 13-3 win. Debbie?s tapas and pasta with shrimp were excellent complements.

 Cat?s Eye Pest Control arrived at 7:30 the next morning to seal our house from mice that  had been driving us crazy.  I 
noticed in my email that my other school board meeting had been cancelled; thank goodness.  I had elected to chose 
that one because I had missed it the last time; now I could go to the one that I am secretary of, which had been 
rescheduled for tonight for a number of reasons.  

 The noon talk on Murakami?s ?Men Without Women? went well, my wife in the back with cards that she would hold up 
to indicate time. I had an attentive audience of about 35 people,  and then the coordinator invited my wife and me to 
join him and a good friend for lunch.

 The principal of my high school had invited all board members to attend a talk by a former grad, Jim Ryan, now a 
motivational speaker.  I arrived at the school just as the talk began at 3.  The talk was on happiness and the simple 
things we can do to achieve it, like ?believe in miracles.?

 He finished about 4, and I had a half hour to kill before our school board development team met to plan the launching 
of our April event.  I strolled down to the gym, chatted with a few hoop players, and then headed back.

 A few members of the team were missing because of other obligations, but we were the 

Core Three who had taken the lead from the start, and so we managed to accomplish a great deal in our 90 minute 
meeting.  The School Board meeting started at 6, and, thank God, someone had thought to bring some chocolate chip 
cookies, vegan, but still good.  We did the Principal?s Report, Committee Reports, Financial Report, and then went into 
Executive Session. At about 9 the meeting ended, and a few of us got a brief tour of the ongoing locker room 
renovations, 

 As I set down in my easy chair at home, I looked at the week ahead.  I had my two Union College Academy for Lifelong 
Learning Committee meetings later in the week, one UCALL course tomorrow, two basketball games ?  Siena and my 
high school, two writing projects that had to be done, one doctor?s appointment and on Friday night the Gala for the 
grade school where I am a board member.

 I did not mention that on the Friday and Saturday before Super Bowl Sunday, I was attending the New York State 
English Council Executive Board Meeting at the Indigo Hotel in Albany.  

 Friday through Monday: 4 ordinary days in the life of one retired English teacher.
 



FEATURED MEMBER

 I was quite surprised, pleased and grateful to receive 

recognition from NYSEC as a Collaborator of Excellence 

for my work in the Humanities program, with Mr. Todd 

Hyman, at Monroe Woodbury High School.  The program 

is currently in its fifth year and we are constantly shaping, 

adapting, and refining our curriculum. We not only work 

closely as two professionals, but also consider the input 

and suggestions of our students each year.  In this way, it 

is a truly collaborative experience overall.

I was excited and somewhat daunted by the prospect of sharing the classroom when Todd and I began 

working together in the 2014-15 school year.  At that point, I was closing in on my 20th year of teaching, and 

I had certainly developed my own routines and practices.  However, I began to reflect on the tendency to get 

comfortable and fall into routines.  The Humanities program emerged just at the moment when I sought 

ways to keep fresh and continue learning as a professional.

It was Todd who approached me about working together. I met Todd shortly after he was hired back in 2010.  

I was aware that his classroom approach was different than my own, but I was confident there was much I 

could learn.  I have become more comfortable in a student centered classroom.  I feel increasing confidence 

in allowing a lesson to ?breathe? on its own and follow its natural course.  During my Global History class 

periods, I am so mindful of the amount of content that I am required to cover.  In Humanities, we can let the 

material move according to its own natural momentum.  In this way, the amount of time we spend on any 

topic is often determined by the interest and enthusiasm of our students.  This gives the students the 

opportunity to become authentically invested in the material and responsible for their own intellectual 

growth.

This opportunity was also presenting itself at a time when I was becoming increasingly concerned with a 

diminished popular view of Humanities by the general culture.  By 2014, there was already much talk about 

data driven analysis of human behavior, and learning, along with the emphasis on STEM programs in 

schools.  I felt we had an opportunity to remind students that although they were under a lot of pressure to 

build up transcripts and gain high scores on standardized tests, it was just as important to cultivate an 

understanding of the things that make us human.  History, Literature, Philosophy, Religion, Art, Film and 

Music are too often dismissed as subjects that are ?not practical? or the types of disciplines that were nice 

but ?won?t get you a job.?  As a History major in college, I certainly heard my share of comments such as 

?what are you going to do with a History degree??  I felt the Humanities program would act as a 

counterbalance to what is a narrow and misinformed view of disciplines that enrich our life experience and 

can foster feelings of empathy as well as deepen our insights and refine our skills of understanding.  These 

qualities are most practical.



In the program itself, we have had the opportunity to conduct debates, engage in Socratic Seminars, look at 

and analyze famous works of art and consider them in a historical context, view student presentations, watch 

and discuss films, and consider the current news of the day.  The experience seems to have had an positive 

impact on our former students, the first of whom are currently sophomores in college.  Todd and I have 

received quite a bit of feedback from students who were thrilled to know what professors were talking about 

because ?we did that in Humanities!?  My favorite anecdote is from a student who went to the MOMA in 

Manhattan to look at actual works of Dada artists.  He was so surprised to find that this was an actual art 

movement because he was convinced we were making it up.  Yes, what we do in Humanities is actually real!

All in all, it has been a great, fulfilling and meaningful experience.  I am so thankful for the support of my 

Department chairperson, Mr. Darrell McElroy, who has been a great source of encouragement.  Most 

importantly, I must thank the English Department chairperson, Ms. Michelle Bulla.  Her vision, enthusiasm, 

and commitment to the program has been paramount.  The truth is, without her hard work, dedication and 

the confidence she has put into us, the program could not have become, and remained, a reality.  In addition 

to working with these fine professionals, my experience in the Humanities program has given me the 

opportunity to continue to grow, develop and innovate.  It continues to be an essential experience in my 

overall career.

 Tom  Lee-2018 Collaborat or  of  Excellence Award recipient  

AWARD NOMINATIONS AND APPLICATIONS-DUE APRIL 15!

This issue features articles by two 2018 award winners. That could be you or a colleague at our 2019 
conference! During our Award Luncheon on the Friday of the conference, we honor and celebrate those 
educators who promote excellence in English education by designing and implementing innovative programs, 
collaborating effectively, growing professionally, and creating enriching experiences for students. Please 
explore our award categories. We are confident you know someone who is deserving of an opportunity for 
growth, or recognition for a job well done. Click on each title to be taken to an online application.

Program s of  Excellence: Awards for effective programs which have been in place for at least three years and 
which have enriched English Language Arts instruction by offering creative opportunities for students and 
teachers.

Educat ors of  Excellence: Awards for educators nominated by colleagues who inspire excellence in students 
as well as teachers.

Collaborat ors of  Excellence: Awards presented to two educators, at least one of whom is an English 
Language Arts teacher. The team must work collaboratively, and share responsibility for interdisciplinary 
curriculum, lesson design, or instruction of a shared group of students.

Mini Grant s:  $500 grants are awarded to NYSEC members who are willing to create, explore, or enrich 
instruction in English Language Arts.

Dr . Rut h E. Everet t  Award: This award goes to one or more cooperating teachers and/or mentors who have 
mentored future English language arts teachers in student teaching or intern programs.

Ear ly Career  and Scholarship Award: Awards are presented to up to five new teachers who have been 
teaching five or fewer years. The scholarship pays for full conference registration to the NYSEC conference 
that year, at which the recipient is honored, as well as a one-year membership to NYSEC.

http://www.nysecteach.org/awards/#1491676050743-a4f23178-9c79
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NCTE UPDATE

 Ref lect ions f rom  NCTE 2018, Houst on

- As NYSEC NCTE Liaison, as well as Region 1 SOCA Director (NCTE?s Standing Committee on Affiliates), 
I attended the SCOA Leadership Meeting on Thursday, November 15. This meeting builds on work 
done with NCTE staff and national affiliate leaders at the biennial NCTE Summer Affiliate Leadership 
meeting. I ran a breakout session on ?Organizing an Affiliate Conference? with Jane Baber, the 
President of the Oklahoma Council of Teachers of English. One of the great joys of attending an NCTE 
Convention is the opportunity to meet and work with colleagues from around the country (and even 
around the world, as there is now an NCTE affiliate, The International Council of Teachers of 
English? ICTE? based in London, as well as a number of Canadian affiliates).  

- At the Affiliate Breakfast on Sunday, November 18, NYSEC was recognized for the newsletter, 
webpage, The English Record, and overall affiliate excellence. NYSEC will continue to pursue excellence 
in all these areas and more, as we support our members. Despite starting at 7:00 AM on a Sunday, 
the breakfast is always an inspiring event, and this year recipients of the Affiliate Multicultural Awards 
spoke movingly about efforts to build diversity in their affiliates.

- The annual Affiliate Extravaganza features roundtables that give attendees the opportunity to hear 
what is happening at other affiliates around the country. One of these featured a dynamic NCTE 
student affiliate from Metropolitan State University of Denver, which had several of their board 
members present as well as their faculty advisor. Of 103 students in the English education program, 
67 are affiliate members. They have a large social media presence (nctemsudenver.club), feature 
speakers (such as Cris Tovani), run a flash fiction writing contest, and sponsor other events, such as 
National Read Across America Week. Most significantly, they have an alumni group of current 
teachers that promotes continuity of the affiliate and provides support for pre-service teachers. 
NYSEC would love to create student affiliates like this in NYS. If you are an education professor or a 
pre-service teacher who would like to build such an affiliate, please contact a NYSEC board member 
to start the ball rolling!

Upcom ing NCTE Event s:

- April 2019- NCTE Advocacy and Leadership Summit in Washington, D.C. Each year NCTE hosts an 
event on Capitol Hill for members to push for policy changes that support our profession and to 
share the wisdom of our experiences with legislators who need to understand the impact of their 
decisions on the communities we serve. This one-and-a-half-day event includes workshops, featured 
speakers, visits to legislative offices on Capitol Hill, an opportunity to network with members from 
across the country, and other learning opportunities focused on teacher impact on education policy.  
NYSEC Executive Board members will be attending this event, which is free to all NCTE members. If 
you are interested in joining us, please contact a board member.

- http://www2.ncte.org/get-involved/volunteer/take-action/ncte-advocacy-day/

 

http://www2.ncte.org/get-involved/volunteer/take-action/ncte-advocacy-day/


- July 12-14, 2019 ? Affiliate Leadership Meeting in Washington D.C. Your NYSEC leadership will be here! 
It will give us a chance to network with and learn from affiliate leaders across the country as we work 
to create the best experiences for our membership.

- November 21-26, 2019--The theme of the 2019 NCTE Annual Convention in Baltimore is ?Spirited 
Inquiry.? Registration, lodging, and travel information is now available online at 
https://convention.ncte.org/. Though there are many lodging choices close to the downtown Baltimore 
Convention Center, reserve early to get your first choice. This is a terrific opportunity to attend an 
NCTE Convention that is relatively close to NYS. If you?ve never been before, go!  And if you have, I 
don?t have to convince you. If you submitted a proposal for the conference, you should be hearing 
from NCTE by the end of March.

Feel free to contact me directly about any of the above or other issues directly connected to NCTE.  

lawrencebutti@aol.com

Lawrence Butti-NCTE Liaison

 

NCTE UPDATE CONT'D

Follow  us on Instagram

Like us on Facebook

Follow  us on Twitter

Em ail us

 Visit our websit e at 
www.nysect each.org for the latest 
conference information, as well as access 
to our timely blogs and past publications 
of our newsletters and journals.

Our business address is:
NYSEC
PO Box 481
Monroe, NY  10949

CONNECT WITH  NYSEC

Contributors to this issue include: Anthony Bosco, Lawrence Butti, Christa Calkins, Jason Devaraj, 
Christine Furnia, Tom Lee, Sean Helferich, Victor Jaccarino, Louisa Kramer-Vida, Karina Lew, Paul O'Brien, 
Skylar Pekarek, Erik Sweet, Sara Taveniere, William Valle, Christine Zandstra

https://convention.ncte.org/
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https://twitter.com/nysec_tweets
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EDITOR'S NOTES

 As I looked over the articles that were submitted for this issue of the 

newsletter, I couldn?t help but notice a common theme. Every article, in some 

form or another, spoke of the ideas of collaboration or partnership, which I 

found to be significant. This reinforced that this profession, that of educating young people, is 

most powerful and effective when forces are joined to deliver experiences that are rich, 

comprehensive and meaningful. Tom Lee, a 2018 NYSEC Collaborator of Excellence writes of his 

work with his colleague Todd Hyman in their Humanities program. Christa Calkins, a 2018 NYSEC 

Program of Excellence winner, recounts the effectiveness of an interdisciplinary project. Louisa 

Kramer-Vida, NYSEC?s College VP explains the importance of pre-service teachers making 

connections to the communities of their students. Victor Jaccarino outlines the goals of a 

committee he co-chairs to bridge the gap between public schools and higher education. Finally, 

our featured board member, Paul O?Brien, though retired, still finds time to interact with others on 

several boards and committees related to education. 

 We need each other.

 This message was never more clear to me than last weekend when I directed my first middle 

school musical. I was hesitant for this undertaking due to my lack of experience, but it was 

something I always wanted to try, so I signed on knowing I would learn as I go. I?ll admit, it wasn?t 

easy being in a position I wasn?t familiar with. I was vulnerable, and I often felt self-conscious 

about my lack of knowledge. However, through every conversation I had with the vocal, crew, 

lighting, and sound directors, I learned a great deal more. After many long weeks of rehearsals, I 

finally sat through the performance on opening night. I couldn?t have been more overjoyed. At 

first, I was in awe that everything finally came together, but upon further reflection, I realized that 

this was no accident. Each of us had a role in the success of the show, and none of us could have 

done it alone. If we had all done just our parts individually, the production wouldn?t have been 

much of anything. Imagine a stage with sets and no actors, or an empty stage with just music and 

sound effects. But, when our talents were combined, we created a pretty awesome show that 

everyone was proud of. 

 Educators need to approach the profession in much of the same way a school play is produced. 

We need to acknowledge our own strengths and weaknesses, and recognize and utilize those 

whose talents can enhance our work. There are no small roles. Everyone plays a crucial part in the 

final product. Be open to opportunities to form partnerships, and seek out opportunities for 

collaboration. When we work together, students will shine from our combined efforts in their 

education. 

-Christine Furnia-NYSEC News Editor

 


