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Dear Members, 

I have always loved summer. It has arguably been my favorite time of the year 

since I was a litt le girl. As an adult, I have found that summer is the best time to recharge and 

relax after a hectic school year. I am fortunate to spend my time at my family?s beach house, 

travel to see friends, and have the luxury of being able to read every day. However, since I 

became a teacher twelve years ago, autumn has been another favorite season of mine, and not 

just because I love pumpkin spice lattes, apple picking, and sweater weather. Many say spring 

symbolizes a new beginning, or that winter brings about a fresh outlook with the start of a new 

year. For me, autumn is the season that reminds me the most of the opportunity for something 

new, fresh, and crisp. Fall brings a new school year, some new clothes, new students, and most 

definitely new school supplies. Most importantly, autumn made me eager for a new outlook 

deeply rooted in previous experiences, reflection, and hope. This year, my return to school was 

different, I could not figure out why, but after a summer of reflecting upon the previous year and 

anxiously anticipating the year ahead, I found myself entering my classroom with a new point of 

view. This was a perspective I desperately needed, but I still felt like something was missing, 

which is one of the main reasons that I am highly anticipating this year?s NYSEC Conference in 

October. 

 When my conference chair and I began planning this year?s conference, we wanted to choose 

something inspiring, yet reflective. Educators invest their kindness, love, passion, time, money, 

hope, and compassion into their roles in our schools each and every day. However, recently 

some educators are feeling worn out, unappreciated, and exhausted, more so than years before. 

Informally, I discussed the world of teaching with colleagues from all over the state. Some 

teachers raved about their students and administration, and others were frustrated with theirs. 

Some teachers discussed the severe needs in their districts. Many teachers talked with me about 

how invaluable they feel after dedicating an immeasurable amount of time to support their 

students and colleagues. Many teachers admitted to losing sight of the reasons they entered this 

profession to begin with. It was both intriguing and disheartening to hear these types of 

responses from the educators I regularly consult for ideas and inspiration on a regular basis. It 

made my conference chair and me realize that there is a dire need for educators to come 

together to inspire one another and reflect on what is truly important while making each other 

feel worthwhile and valued again. 

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE



 The 69th Annual NYSEC Conference titled, ?Reigniting the Spark: Empowering Our Students, Our 

Colleagues, and Ourselves through Reflection, Hope and Compassion? will give you the 

opportunity to come together with educators from all over New York to work cohesively together 

to learn new things, reflect on classroom practices, and rediscover the reasons you entered the 

teaching profession. You will be empowered after hearing Laurie Halse Anderson, Brendan Kiely, 

Kate Roberts, and Kevin Lewis speak to you about how to make a difference and reconnect with 

what is important to you. You will leave workshops eager to return to your classrooms to share 

new ideas and activities with your students and colleagues. You will network with people who 

you have many things in common with and allow yourself an 

opportunity for future collaboration. It is my genuine hope that you 

are able to join me at one of the best professional development 

opportunities in New York. I promise you will leave our conference 

feeling fulfilled, inspired, and motivated to do the best job possible 

when you return back to your school.

 Visit www.nysecteach.org to register for the 69th Annual New York State English Council 

Conference located at The Albany Marriott, 189 Wolf Road, Albany, NY 12205. You will find any 

information you need to register for our conference on our website. Don?t forget to call the hotel 

to reserve your hotel room once you have registered for the conference. 

 On behalf of the Executive Board, I want to thank you for your membership, and we hope to see 

all of you in October in Albany!

Best wishes to you on a successful school year, 

Sara Taveniere Moy

NYSEC President  

?...autumn is the season 
that reminds me the most 

of the opportunity for 
something new, fresh, and 

crisp. ?

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE CONT'D
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Kevin Lewis is the author of many children?s picture books for toddler 

and early elementary grades including the classics Chugga-Chugga 

Choo-Choo and My Truck is Stuck (both illustrated by Daniel Kirk), 

Halloween favorite The Runaway Pumpkin, Lot at the End of My Block, 

Dinosaur Dinosaur, Tugga-Tugga Tugboat, and Not Inside This House.

 Kevin grew up on his grandparents? farm in Rembert, South Carolina. 

Around the third grade, he fell in love with books, and by middle 

school, Kevin was a bit of a reading recluse. Books carried him through 

high school and Erskine College, where he studied English. A children?s 

literature course he thought would be an easy three credits ignited his 

passion for children?s books, a passion that led him to New York City 

and his first publishing-related job at the legendary bookstore, Books 

of Wonder.

 For over two decades, Kevin has been one of the most highly regarded 

children?s book editors in the industry. At Scholastic Inc., he worked 

with Dav Pilkey on the original Captain Underpants. At Simon & 

Schuster Books for Young Readers, where he served as an Editorial 

Director, Kevin worked with a veritable who?s who of authors and 

illustrators including Laurie Halse Anderson (Fever 1793, Chains), Spike 

and Tonya Lee (Please Baby Please), Tony DiTerlizzi and Holly Black (The 

Spiderwick Chronicles), Derek Anderson and Lauren Thompson (Little 

Quack), Alex Sanchez (Rainbow Boys), Jim Benton (Franny K. Stein) Angela 

Johnson, Kadir Nelson, Cynthia Rylant, and Loren Long. As an Executive 

Editor at Disney Press, Kevin developed and produced the Vampirina 

Ballerina series and edited books by Matthew Cordell, Barney 

Saltzberg, and Chris Barton.

 In 2018, Kevin became an agent for the Erin Murphy Literary Agency, 

primarily focusing on writer-illustrators and diverse voices.

 These days, Kevin lives in Newburgh, New York in a two hundred year 

old farmhouse with his husband, Phil and dog named Kat. Most of the 

time, you?ll find him gardening in the yard, biking around the Hudson 

Valley, or sitting on the back porch (which often doubles as his office).
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Conference attendees can enter  to w in dozens 
of amazing baskets donated by NYSEC Board 
Members and conference exhibi tors. Draw ing 
is held Thursday night dur ing our  cock tai ls 
and conversation reception.

DO YOU KNOW ABOUT NYSEC'S 
GIFT BASKET RAFFLE

C O NFE RE NC E  INFO RMA T IO N

Reigniting the Spark: Empowering Our Students, Our Colleagues, and 
Ourselves through Reflection, Hope and Compassion

T he T ime:

  T he Place:

October 16-18, 2019

There's still t ime to register!

CLICK HERE TO REGISTER FOR THE 
CONFERENCE

Albany Marriott

Wolf Road, Albany NY

Register by  October 1st for a special  NYSEC 
Conference Rate.

CLICK HERE TO RESERVE YOUR ROOM
REgis
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COLLABORATORS OF EXCELLENCE

20 19
N YSEC Award  W inner s

Br idges
Oceanside School District

Levit t own Lit eracy Cent er
Levitttown Schools

The Body Elect r ic
South Huntington Schools

Schenect ady Sm ar t  Scholars 
Ear ly College High School

Schenectady City School District

Building Wor ld Class Leaders at  Wyandanch
Elem ent ary Schools

Wyandanch Union Free School District

Am y Eckelm an
Watson Elementary School

Pat r icia Rand
Clarkson University

Mary Donnelly
Grand Avenue Middle School

Scot t  St orm
Harvest Collegiate High School

PROGRAMS OF EXCELLENCE   MINI GRANT WINNERS

 RUTH EVERETT AWARD

EARLY CAREER SCHOLARSHIPS    

  ENGLISH RECORD ARTICLE OF THEY YEAR

Apr il  Char leson
J.W. Leary Junior High School

?Learning Alongside Them :  About  St udent  Choice and Modern-Day 
Slavery

Jacqueline Hesse, Excelsior Academy
Newburgh Enlarged City School District

Adam  Biggs
Notre Dame-Bishop Gibbons High School

Carolyn Blanchard
West Lake Middle School

Cait lyn Fagan
Broadalbin-Perth Middle School

Dom inic Mayo
Roy C. Ketcham High School

Donna Scully & Lina Seat on
Plainview-Old Bethpage JFK High School

Michaela Caruso & Meghan Bleak ley
Monroe-Woodbury High School



20 19 ED UCAT O RS O F EXCEL L EN CE

PROGRAMS OF EXCELLENCE

MIDDLE

ELEMENTARY

ADMINISTRATION

SECONDARY

COLLEGE

Janine Sloth

Kinry Road Elementary School

Victoria Suarez

Brookhaven Elementary School

Debbie Rosenquist

Terryville Road Elementary School

Teresa Hewitt

Helen B. Duffield Elementary School

Kerry Chapman

Stimson Middle School

John Iorio

Plainview-Old Bethpage Middle School

Christine Krowles

H.B. Mattlin Middle School

Mark Brooks

Broadalbin-Perth High School

Pam Motler

Ballston Spa Middle School

Daniel Callahan, Jr.

West Genesee High School

Vivian DiGennaro

John F. Kennedy High School

Gary Gnirrep

Guilderland High School

Jennifer Greco

Wellington C. Mepham High School

Jessica Hunter

Syosset High School

Christina Pepe

Shenendehowa High School

Brittany Ruisi

Herricks High School

Theresa Walter

Great Neck South High School

Dr. Marie-Therese C. Sulit

Mount St. Mary College

Special t hanks t o Execut ive Board m em ber , Chr ist ine Zandst ra, for  providing t he nam es of  t he 
award w inners.



CREATIVE WRITING AWARDS

STUDENT CORNER

Shor t  Fict ion
 

Paige Meshcon
Schalmont High School, Grade 11  

"Untitled"

Poet ry

Joanna Chen
Guilderland High School, Grade 9

"remember the stars of the lost"

Be sure to  read the full winning  pieces in the next issue of The English Record.

HONORABLE MENTIONS: FEATURED LINES

Lauren Reil ly, Guilder land HS, ?I Am  Not  Like You?

Why is this the final solution?/ this apocalyptic idea/that because I am not like you/I am not 
worthy of my own life?/

Bailey Grenier , Duanesburg Cent ral School, ?Unt it led?

?Language encourages us to be different and unique. It encourages us to be proud of who 
we are.?

Zoe Osofsky, Pine Plains Cent ral School, ?Grandparent s?

?But then the silence ended. I could hear the dogs barking that wanted to be let outside and 
the birds chirping. I could hear the talking of my mom and grandma at the dining room 
table.?

Harper  Wolf f , Guilder land High School, ?Only Child?

I?m here not to be only/ I?m here to be here and here to be once/

Jilda Alvord, Not re Dam e Bishop Gibbons High School, ?Read Me St ar t  t o Finish?

I am complete. I am uncovered/ I don?t believe that/ I pretend to be a whole person/

Annie Ur ig, Guilder land High School, ?car t er ?

because in the wide world/ nothing matters more than being found/



CREATIVE WRITING AWARDS CONT'D

HONORABLE MENTIONS

  

Ast r id Marz, Duanesburg Cent ral School, ?Unt it led?
Language makes us human. We are the only species that can communicate the way  love 
shreds our souls or how badly our bodies ache from sorrow.?

Regan Rober t s, Guilder land High School, ?I l ike it  when words m ake m e laugh?

And some words/ (sjkjsksjk, for example)/ Exist only on the internet/Only in the realm of 
typed text/ As an expression of human emotion that has no name/

Paige Arent , Pine Plains Cent ral School, ?It  Is What  It  Is?

Indecisively the sky changes colors/Pink, orange, yellow, and finally a glorious blue/

Elisa Dar r igo, Guilder land High School, ?Unt it led?

Not everything has/ To come to an end when we/ Care enough to keep it

MEMBER INFO 

Follow  us:

Cont act  us:
https://www.nysecteach.org/contact/

NYSEC

PO Box 481

Monroe, NY  10949

https://www.nysecteach.org/

Be sure to bookmark our award 
winning website where you can find 
the latest conference information as 
well our blogs, and past 
publications of NYSEC News!

http:///www.instagram.com/nysec_gram/ 
https://www.facebook.com/nysecteach/
https://twitter.com/nysec_tweets
https://www.nysecteach.org/contact/
https://www.nysecteach.org/


CONFERENCE OVERVIEW

   69t h Annual NYSEC Conference
Oct ober  16-18, 2019

Albany Mar r iot t

Reignit ing t he Spark : Empowering Our Students, Our Colleagues, and Ourselves 
through Reflection, Hope and Compassion

Wednesday, Oct ober  16, 2019 

Early Registration 4:00 pm - 6:00 pm 

Networking Session 4:45 pm - 6:00 pm 

Thursday, Oct ober  17, 2019

Registration 7:00 am -1:00 pm, 2:00 - 4:00 pm 

Continental Breakfast 7:30 am - 8:30 am 

Welcome and Opening Remarks, NYSEC President, Sara Taveniere Moy

Keynote Address, 9:00 am - 10:00 am, Kate Roberts

Workshops and publisher exhibits, 10:15 am - 1:00 pm 

Luncheon 1:00 - 2:00 pm 

Keynote Address, 2:00 pm - 3:00 pm, Brendan Kiely

Workshops and publisher exhibits, 3:15 pm - 4:15 pm 

Keynote Address, 4:30 - 5:30 pm, Kevin Lewis

Cocktails, Conversation, and Basket Raffle, 5:30 pm - 6:30 pm 

Fr iday, Oct ober  18, 2019

Registration 7:00 am - 1:00 pm 

President Breakfast & Business Meeting, 7:45 am - 8:30 am 

Keynote Address, 8:30 am - 9:30 am, Laurie Halse Anderson

Workshops and publisher exhibits, 9:45 am - 12:00 pm 

Awards Luncheon, 12:30 pm - 3:00 pm

Special t hanks t o Execut ive Board m em ber  and Conference Com m it t ee Chair , Chereit h 



Over the summer, my husband and I watched the movie Won?t You 
Be My Neighbor. The movie is a documentary about the life and 

guiding philosophy of Fred Rogers, the host of Mr. Roger?s 
Neighborhood. As a child I loved watching the show.  Even though he might not have 

been the coolest dude on television, his messages about kindness and how we should 

treat the people around us grow on you.  

 As an elementary building leader, the film made me reflect on what message we send to 

our students, and steps our faculty and staff take to develop a safe, warm, and inviting 

environment for our students.  Therefore, as we begin another school year, let?s think 

about what can we do to help make our neighborhood better.  For me, I think that it is 

important to build empathy.

 Television is full of examples of people communicating 

ineffectively and disrespectfully with one another.  On a news 

broadcasts and reality television shows, our students are 

exposed to people yelling and insulting one another, rather 

than talking to and learning about one another.  Based on what 

they see and hear, students have a misunderstanding of what respect means, therefore 

they don?t know how to give it to the people around them.  This impacts school life when 

students bully one another on social media, especially when my students are 8, 9, and 10 

and shouldn?t be on platforms such as Instagram, Snapchat, and TikTok based on those 

company?s user rules.  So how do teachers address how students relate to one another?  

We continue to teach students ways to communicate effectively with their classmates.  

English Language Arts can provide a door to teaching empathy because we can select 

texts and/or characters that model how students can talk to one another and share 

situations that they might deal with as they interact with their friends.  A couple of my 

favorite texts are: Last Stop on Market Street and Love by Matt de la Pena, Each Kindness 

and The Other Side by Jacqueline Woodson, and Only One You by Linda Kranz.  

 So how does that connect to the lessons we learned from Mr. Rogers?  He used every 

show to teach us about empathy.  He subtly tackled big issues in a way that kids could 

understand through the people in the neighborhood and the Land of Make Believe.  He 

told us things like, ?There is only one person in the whole world like you, and people can like 
you just because you?re you,? and ?You are special and so is everyone else in this world.? 

When he gave speeches as events he always ended by saying, ?From the time you were 
very little you?ve had people who have smiled you into smiling.  People who have talked you 
into talking, sung you into singing, loved you into loving.  Now, think about somebody who?s 

VP ELEMENTARY

?Let's think about 
what we can do to help 
make our neighborhood 

better.?



helped you along the way for one minute.  I?m going to time you.  Let?s just take some time to 
think about those extra special people.  Some of them may be right here.  Some may be far 
away.  Some might even be in heaven.  No matter where they are, deep down you?ve always 
known they wanted what was best for you.  They?ve always cared about you beyond measure 
and have encouraged you to be true to the best within you.? Who are you thinking about?  

How has that person impacted how you feel about yourself?  How can you try to be 

someone that helps your students in your classroom as they grow into adults?

 I wish you a great school year full of smiling, singing, and loving.  I hope you take time to 

not only teach your students how to be empathetic, but also model empathy in a variety of 

situations.  I hope you remember that time to remind students about how to be and what 

to do is worth spending.  I hope you share great literature with you students that show a 

wide variety of experiences and perspectives.  I hope that you take time to remember 

those people that were extra special to you, and tell them thank you for how they?ve 

impacted you.  Finally, in the words of Fred Rogers remember that, ?Although children?s 
?outsides? may have changed a lot, their inner needs have remained very much the same. Society 
seems to be pushing children to grow faster, but their developmental tasks have remained 
constant.? Therefore, part of our job is to teach them how to be a good member of the 

neighborhood.

Michelle Pet erson-Davis
Vice President -Elem ent ary

VP ELEMENTARY CONT'D 



NEWS FROM THE STATE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT  

An Updat e on t he New York  St at e Next  Generat ion English Language Ar t s 

Learning St andards 

David Coffey: August 2019 

Next  Generat ion Learning St andards Updat e

With the beginning of the 2019-2020 school year, full implementation of the Next 
Generation English Language Arts Learning Standards is only a year away. To assist 
educators in the preparation of the Standards transition, the Department has many 
resources available, including new resources such as a Curriculum Alignment Guide 
and a Parent Brochure. Here are a few current and forthcoming resources for your 
reference. 

Curr iculum  Alignm ent  Guide 

A new resource available this fall is the Guide to Aligning Local Curricula to the Next 
Generation ELA Learning Standards. This is an optional resource for educators to use as 
they review currently existing curriculum or begin to write new units. The Guide 
includes an overview of the Next Generation ELA Learning Standards and the Lifelong 
Practices of Readers and Writers, guidance for determining text complexity and for 
incorporating individual student needs into standards-based instruction, and a section 
for aligning and creating curriculum resources. This will be available on the NYSED 
Office of Curriculum and Instruction website.  

Parent  Brochure 

As schools make the transition to the Next Generation Learning Standards, parents will 
have many questions about what this means for their children. This brochure is 
designed to assist parents in understanding the importance of standards in the 
classroom. The brochure includes a description of the instructional cycle, the role of 
standards in the cycle, a brief FAQ, and links to resources to support classroom 
learning at home. Available on the NYSED website, this resource will include printing 
instructions and suggestions for when and how to share with parents.  

Im plem ent at ion Roadm ap 

The Next Generation Learning Standards Implementation Roadmap was released in 
Spring 2018. The Department collaborated with BOCES and educators from across the 
State to develop this timeline and set goals for implementation, which includes three 
specific phases and related activities. The Roadmap website includes specific activities 
and links to resources, as well as a Roadmap Overview and Frequently Asked 
Questions, a Roadmap At-a-Glance flyer for schools, and links to additional resources 
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NEWS FROM THE STATE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT  CONT'D

and partners who can assist with the work.

An editable version of the Roadmap is available and includes a space for schools and 
districts to track progress by adding in their local action steps. 

Roadm ap Spot l ight
This feature shared stories of what New York State districts are doing to support the 
rollout of the standards. The second issue is available at NYS Next Generation Roadmap 
Spotlight - June 2019. A new issue is anticipated for release in Fall, 2019. To share your 
standards implementation highlights, please visit the website and send us a Roadmap 
Spotlight at standards@nysed.gov.

Suppor t ing All St udent s Conference Professional Developm ent  Toolk it s 
In 2017-2018, in collaboration with the BOCES and other partners, the Department 
hosted regional conferences in Rochester, Saratoga, and New York City. The materials 
from these conferences focused on the Next Generation Standards, the changes to the 
2011 Standards, and how to support all students including English Language Learners/ 
Multilingual Learners and students with disabilit ies. All materials available on the 
Supporting All Students Professional Development Toolkits website. The toolkit topics 
include: Advanced Literacies; Math and ELA Standards Introduction; the Math 
Crosswalks; Next Generation Mathematics Teacher-Support Features; Standards and 
the Instructional Cycle; and Standards-Based IEP. The two newest addition include Early 
Learning Standards and Diverse Populations, and Family Engagement. And coming this 
fall with be a toolkit for the Curriculum Alignment Guide. 

If you have any questions, feel free to contact me at 518-474-5922 or 
david.j.coffey@nysed.gov.

Have a great school year!

David Coffey 
Office of Curriculum and Instruction 
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NCTE UPDATE

The NCTE Affiliate Leadership meeting took place in July in Washington, D.C. Nearly 
one hundred affiliate leaders and NCTE staff participated in the weekend meeting at 
the Hyatt Regency on Capitol Hill. The event kick-off was a Friday evening reception at 
the Folger Shakespeare Library, where attendees were enveloped in the world?s 
largest collection of the printed works of Shakespeare. Speakers included Folger Director of Education Peggy 
O?Brien and YA author Matt Mendez.  A full-day meeting on Saturday addressed membership, publications, 
and advocacy, featuring affiliate leaders from Ohio, Wyoming, New York, and Texas, as well as NCTE 
past-president Carol Jago. Sunday?s events focused on marketing, NCTE affiliate resources, and regional 
meetings, with presentations from Indiana and Washington, as well as by the NCTE Early Career Educators of 
Color Leadership program recipients.  All attendees agreed that this was most worthwhile event for both new 
and experienced affiliate leaders. 

FYI: NYSEC is part of NCTE?s Region 1, which includes affiliates from Connecticut (CTCTE), Maine (MCTE), New 
Hampshire (NHCTE), New England (NEATE), and an international affiliate based in London (ICTE-UK). Each of 
these groups has their own web pages, publications, and, in some cases, even conferences.  Check them out 
using the links below.

- CTCTE:  https://www.ctcte.net/
- MCTE:  https://www.mainecela.org/
- NHCTE: http://nhcte.org/
- NEATE:  https://www.neate.org/
- ICTE:      https://www.icte-educators.org/

 The 2019 NCTE Annual Convention will be held in Baltimore, Maryland, from November 21-24. This 
year?s theme is ?Spirited Inquiry.? Visit the NCTE Convention page at   http://convention.ncte.org/ for 
information about registration, hotels, featured speakers, and more.  This is a wonderful opportunity 
for NYSEC members to attend an NCTE convention on the East Coast.  The next two will be in Denver 
(2020) and Louisville (2021), so take advantage this year of a conference within driving distance of 
NYS.

                                                                                     Lawrence But t i

                                                                                     NYSEC Execut ive Board
                                                                                     NCTE Liason

Join NCTE for this this one of a kind 
experience! RSVP to reserve your spot today.

Be sure to stop by the NCT E 
table at the conference for 

publications, merchandise, and 
even some awesome NCT E 

swag as giveaways!

Regist er  Now!

https://www.ctcte.net/
https://www.mainecela.org/
http://nhcte.org/
https://www.neate.org/
https://www.icte-educators.org/
http://convention.ncte.org/
http://www2.ncte.org/rsvp-little-women-in-2019/
http://www2.ncte.org/rsvp-little-women-in-2019/
http://www2.ncte.org/rsvp-little-women-in-2019/


The English Record publishes original peer reviewed contributions that focus on the field of English 
education. The English Record features articles on pedagogy, essays, commentaries, program 
descriptions, reflective narratives, book reviews, poetry and occasional student work. Please check the 
website nysecteach.org for more information.

Basic Inform at ion
Manuscripts should be prepared using MS Word. All parts of the manuscript should be double 
spaced. Please number all pages consecutively. Each manuscript should include a cover sheet 
with the author?s name, affiliation, position, a short two or three line author bio, preferred 
mailing address, telephone and e-mail address. 

Identifying information should not appear elsewhere in the manuscript. Please include an 
abstract on the cover page of no more than 100 words. Manuscripts must conform to APA 
standards. Manuscripts that do not utilize APA will be returned. 

All images, tables, figures and additional materials should be sent as separate files with a figure 
heading and notation within the manuscript for preferred placement. 

There is an open deadline and manuscripts can be submitted at any time. 

Perm issions
As the author, you are required to secure any necessary permissions to reproduce any student 
work or materials from other sources. 

Proofs and Com plim ent ary Copies
As the author, you are required to secure any necessary permissions to reproduce any student 
work or materials from other sources. 

Com plim ent ary Copies 
Each corresponding author will receive a copy of the issue after publication.

Subm issions
Manuscripts should be submitted via e-mail.
Email: englishrecord@nysecteach.org   

THE ENGLISH RECORD: CALL FOR MANUSCRIPTS



Recently, I attended a wedding for which I ?needed? something new to 

wear. Shopping is not an activity I generally enjoy, but I ventured out and 

braved the fitt ing rooms with armloads of prospects. I tried several 

dresses in all shapes and colors, and a few varying sizes. I found it 

overwhelming, and generally discouraging. I ended up leaving with two 

potential outfits, neither one feeling quite right. On the drive home, I got to thinking about the 

idea of buying new clothes. Why couldn?t I go into a store, grab something in my size, and expect 

it to not only fit, but look good as well? We all know this is nearly impossible. A tag that has a 

certain number on it isn?t always that exact size. Something that looks good on a hanger doesn?t 

always fall the most flattering way on our curves. Since this excursion was close to the beginning 

of school, it also coincided with my back to school lesson planning. I couldn?t help but notice the 

similarities between dress shopping and selecting curriculum resources. I had dresses in my 

closet that fit. Why get something new? I reasoned that just because something works doesn?t 

mean there isn?t something nicer out there. I also noted that styles change and that many things 

in my closet look outdated and tired. This concept applies to choosing materials for our lessons 

and classrooms. It can be exhausting to try something new, and it might be easier to keep using 

what works, but if we do that, we might avoid something that has an amazing impact. It?s also 

important to try things out before fully committing to them, or rejecting them. You can't go by 

how it looks on the rack or what it says on the tag. In addition, something that is perfect for one 

occasion, might not work for another. We shouldn?t completely discard what has worked in the 

past, but take it out when the occasion arises. And we should look to something new to feel 

refreshed and revived. Who knows? That might become our new favorite. In this sense, I want to 

give myself permission to retire some lessons that are outdated, put some on hold for the right 

time and class, pull out old ones that will be appropriate for this current group of students, and 

try new ones that will be the perfect 

fit. So, what did I end up wearing? 

Something borrowed, which is a 

whole other message.

Chr ist ine Furnia
NYSEC News Edit or

Lawrence Butti, David Coffey, Christine Furnia, Michelle 
Peterson-Davis, Sara Taveniere Moy, Chereith Vincent, Christine 
Zandstra
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