
Dear NYSEC Members,

We hope this issue of NYSEC News finds you and your families 

well.  As we worked on this newsletter issue several months ago, 

we had no idea that when you received it we?d be at home trying 

to figure out teaching virtually, social distancing, and feeling 

anxiety about a world that seems to be changing everyday and at 

times every hour.  We didn?t know that phrases like ?abundance 

of caution? and ?flatten the curve? would become a regular part 

of our vocabulary.  

As a result of the COVID-19 pandemic, the NYSEC board has 

discussed how we can best serve our membership moving 

forward.  After careful consideration of our members, keynotes, 

vendors, and executive board, we have decided to postpone our 

annual conference until October 2021.  Please save t he dat e for  

our  70t h conference, Underst anding Diversit y: Building 

Trust , Cult ure, and Ref lect ive Pract ice, which w il l  now  be 

held on Oct ober  20-22, 2021.  For those members that have 

already submitted workshop proposals or awards applications, 

please note that we will hold all that information for 2021.  While 

we all hope that life will go back to something that resembles 

normal well before this fall, we also understand that people may 

still have reservations about large group gatherings in the near 

future.  
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In the meantime, we are going to spend the upcoming months planning new ways to provide 

resources and professional development for our members.  If you have any ideas, please contact 

us through our website at www.nysecteach.org.  In addition, I think we can all agree that during 

these difficult times the work/home line is either very blurry or completely gone as we?re all trying 

to support our students in an environment that is new to everyone.  Therefore, we hope that you 

are finding ways to support and care for yourself.  Take the time to read some of the tit les listed in 

my President?s message, write about your quarantine or virtual teaching adventures and share it 

on our blog, or finally take the time to write an article for our journal the English Record.  On behalf 

of the NYSEC Executive Board I hope that you and your families are safe and healthy.

Be well,

Michelle Peterson-Davis

NYSEC President

FRIENDS OF 
EXCELLENCE

One of NYSEC's most anticipated events is the gi f t 
basket r aff le held at our  annual conference. This 
campaign helps to fund some of the wonder ful 
programs we offer  such as the Excellence 
Awards and Mini-Grants. Please consider  giving 
to the fund. Find out how  you can here:

 Fr iends of  Excel l ence

CONFERENCE  UPDATE  CONT'D

Some Good  News...
Our  keynote speakers Nic Stone and  
Kelly Gallagher  are r escheduled for  
our  2021 conference.

http://www.nysecteach.org
https://www.nysecteach.org/membership/friends-of-excellence/
https://www.nysecteach.org/membership/friends-of-excellence/
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Disrupt  Text s - BIPOC Text s for  Your  Classroom

In my column last month I talked about the #DisruptTexts session I 

attended at NCTE.  You can find out more information about this 

culturally responsive teaching philosophy either through the hashtags on 

Twitter, Tweets from the founders, Tricia Ebarvia, Lorena German, Dr. Kim 

Parker, Tiffany Rehbein, and Julia Torres, or through their Disrupt Texts website.  Their 

second principal is: Center black, indigenous, and voices of color in literature. Therefore, I 

wanted to share a few texts that you could add to your classroom library.  

Here are three YA titles that are currently on my mind:

 Am er ican St reet , by Ibi Zobol, is about a Haitian immigrant named Fabiola who 

has come to live in the United States with family in Detroit.  As Fabiola and her 

mother enter the country, Fabiola moves through customs because she is an 

American citizen, but her mother is detained because she overstayed her visa 

years ago when she gave birth to Fabiola.  Through the story we learn about the 

Haitian culture, how Fabiola navigates her new environment, and her struggle to 

get her mother out of immigration custody.  This story could compliment or be part of a 

text set with other stories about the American Dream such as The Great Gatsby, Death of a 

Salesman, Nickel and Dimed, or Behold the Dreamers.  Teachers using this text should 

familiarize themselves with the Haitian culture and the earthquake in 2010 because 

Fabiola is still traumatized by living through that event, and makes comparisons to 

American life. 

 Int ernm ent , by Samira Ahmed, is set ?15 minutes in the future? of an 

America that lives in fear of Muslims.  As a result of this fear and rhetoric 

from the President, the government decides to send Muslim Americans to an 

internment camp.  In the story Layla and her family are taken from their 

home because someone has made a report about poetry written by Layla?s 

father.  At the camp, Layla and her new friends try to navigate life in their new 

?home? while figuring out how to get their freedom.  Ahmed intertwines this story with 

current references to the debate on immigration and the fears expressed in the media, 

while also referencing Japanese internment camps in the United States during World War 

II.  This novel could be paired with current events articles to help your students see how 

fear mongering and stereotyping can lead us into the fictional world portrayed in this text.   

 

pr esident 's  message

https://disrupttexts.org/


Wit h t he Fire on High, by Elizabeth Acevedo, is about Emoni who is 

naturally talented as a chef, and truly gets to bloom in her high school?s 

culinary class.  Throughout the novel, Emoni works to balance her 

responsibilit ies as a student and mother, and her dreams of becoming a 

restaurant chef.  This is a captivating story that will have you rooting for 

Emoni because of her hardworking drive to meet the needs of her family 

while doing what she can to achieve her dream.   

 

Other YA titles I would recommend if you are looking to diversify your classroom library:

- All Am er ican Boys by Jason Reynolds and Brendan Kiely

- Dear  Mar t in  or Odd One Out  by Nic Stone (one of our 2020 conference speakers)

- I?m  Not  Dying w it h You Tonight  by Gilly Segal and Kimberly Jones

- The Hat e U Give or On t he Com e Up by Angie Thomas

- The Sun is Also a St ar  by Nicola Yoon

In addition, here are a some picture books that can be used for read alouds:

 The Proudest  Blue, by Ibtihaj Muhammad, is a great story about 

sisterhood.  In this story, Faizah is excited for her big sister because it is her 

first day wearing her hijab. However, when Faizah witnesses the reactions 

of some of her classmates, she learns a lesson from Asiya about how to be 

strong in the face of people who are uncomfortable with something that is 

new or unfamiliar to them.   

Sulwe, by Lupita Nyong'o, tackles the issue of identity as Sulwe, whose skin is 

as dark as midnight, figures out where she fits in the rainbow skin colors of 

her family members. This story helps teach the reader about identity and 

learning to feel beautiful in your own skin.   

The Undefeat ed, by Kwame Alexander, is a beautiful representation of 

black history dedicated to the strength and hard work of those who have 

paved the way.  Teachers using this text in class must take the time to 

research the icons represented in these pages so they can teach their 

students more about American history and the deeper meaning of the text.   

pr esident 's  message cont 'd
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Thank You, Om u, by Oge Mora, is a sweet story about community. In the 

text, as Omu makes her delicious stew and the scent of it wanders through 

the neighborhood, she happily shares whenever a neighbor comes by for a 

taste.  The end of the story shows the power of kindness and paying forward 

good deeds.

Other great picture books: 

- Hair  Love, by Matthew A. Cherry (the short film based on this text just won an 

Academy Award)

- Sat urday, by Oge Mora

- The Last  St op of  Market  St reet , by Matt de la Pena

I hope these titles will forward the work you are doing towards more culturally responsive 

teaching.  Please share the work you are doing in your classroom by signing up to present 

a workshop at our 2021 conference: Understanding Diversity: Building Trust, Culture, and 

Reflective Practice.  You can submit a workshop proposal here.  The deadline to submit a 

workshop proposal is May 15, 2021.  Even if you are not planning to present, we hope you 

will join us at the Albany Marriott October 20-22, 2021 to see keynote speakers Kelly 

Gallagher and Nic Stone, and network with colleagues from across the state.  Check out 

our website www.nysecteach.org for more information.  

Michelle Pet erson-Davis
NYSEC President

SAVE T H E DAT ES!
N YSEC Annual  Con ference

O ctober  20 -22, 20 21
Albany M ar r iot t

Under stand ing D iver si ty : Bu i ld ing Tr ust , Cu l ture and Ref lect ive Pr act ice

https://www.nysecteach.org/conference-info/workshop-proposal/
http://www.nysecteach.org


Our  members dr ive our  organization, 
and we want you to be a par t of our  
message. There are a few  ways you can 
publish your  w r i ting w ith us:

- Our  peer  r eviewed journal The 
Engl i sh Recor d. Cl ick here to 
f ind out more.

- NYSEC News Newslet ter .  Give 
us a peek into what's going in in 
your  classroom, physical or  
vi r tual! Emai l the edi tor  to 
discuss your  ideas:

cfurnia@nysecteach.org

Cont r i butor s to th i s i ssue include:

Michaela Caruso, David Coffey, Amy 
Eckelman,  Chr istine Furnia,  Nick 
King, Louisa Kramer -Vida, Michelle 
Peter son-Davis, Scott Storm, Dan Tusa

NYSEC's annual conference thrives on the 
participation of its members who share 
their successes. Recently, teachers have 
been called upon to be even more flexible 
and creative than usual. Share your 
journey and successes with your 
colleagues by presenting a workshop

 Subm it  a workshop 
proposal HERE 

Cl ick her e t o  r ead  our  
awar d - winning  bl og

MEMBER
INFORMATION

ways t o  get  involved and  stay  connect ed!

Follow  us on Instagram

Like us on Facebook

Follow  us on Twitter

Em ail us

WORKSHOP PROPOSALSWRITE FOR US!
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Using Dram a t o Develop Social and 
Academ ic Growt h Through Self -Ef f icacy

Thanks to the generosity of NYSEC, I have 
been able to create drama programs for 
students who come from diverse 
populations.  Anticipated this spring, I will 
be including both English language learners 
and students of low socio-economic status 
to participate in an interactive drama 
program designed to provide a resource for 
students to express themselves and grow 
both socially and academically.  Through a 
framework of self-efficacy, the drama 
program will incorporate activities intended 
to help the students practice difficult social 
and academic situations to better prepare 
them for any challenges they may 

encounter.  The 
children in the 
program will 
work with 
improvisational 
games, 
nonverbal ice 
breakers, mask 
work, puppetry, 
and scripts in 
order to open 
up and learn 
more about 
themselves 

and the world around them.

Self-efficacy is a key component to student 
success as it can be a motivating academic 
factor.  As the focus of the drama program 
is to increase self-efficacy, students will be 
able to help format the course of 
instruction.  The pedagogy for this type of 
therapeutic drama is fluid, and the kids will 
be able to express what their needs are, 
and I can attend to those needs.

At the end of the program, towards the end 
of the school year, we will 
be hosting a play for 
the other students in 
their school to watch!  
The fairy tale that the 
students will be 
enacting will be chosen 
by the students.  The grant 
monies will be used to provide set pieces, 
costumes, and props for the kids.  The 
students will feel a sense of community 
through this program, and it is all thanks to 
the commitment to student success from 
NYSEC!

Dr . Am y Eckelm an
Depar t m ent  of  Educat ion
Molloy College

Amy was a 2019 NYSEC Mini-Grant winner

 mini  gr ant  
winner s!

t eacher   tal k

HAVE AN  IDEA? 
NYSEC  CAN  HELP!

Each year at our Awards Luncheon, NYSEC awards 
$500 grants to members who are willing to create, 
explore, or enrich instruction in English Language 
Arts. Click here to apply!

https://www.nysecteach.org/awards/#1491677061242-42b81fe2-ec65
https://www.nysecteach.org/awards/#1491677061242-42b81fe2-ec65


Although students are regularly asked to 
write literary essays, which involve textual 
close reading and analysis, many 
classrooms spend relatively litt le time 
reading and discussing how professional 
literary scholars do this type of writing. Still, 
conversations in our field around best 
practices for writing include discussions of 
the potential of mentor texts to improve 
student writing. Mentor texts have been 
used to guide students through writing 
genres as diverse as memoir, fiction, and 
newspaper articles. Even though literary 
analysis essays are a prominent genre in 
English classrooms, using published, 
peer-reviewed literary criticism from 
academic journals as mentor texts to 
improve student writing is still an 
under-explored practice. Thus, the purpose 
of this project was to design a unit which 
engaged students with literary criticism in 
order to improve essay writing for class and 
for high-stakes assessments. The project 
took place in a diverse urban public high 
school in an untracked English classroom. 

Students helped to select the literary 
criticism that we would read as a class and 
put together a digital repository of links to 
criticism that they found most useful. 
Students said that their main criteria for 

selection was that they wanted criticism 
that represented a diversity of theoretical 
perspectives (e.g. formalist, feminist, 
Marxist, psychoanalytic), explored juicy 
topics, included quality close readings, and 
was a manageable length. Students then 
led their peers through the articles that we 
had selected by facilitating a seminar 
discussion with the entire class.  

After explicating these articles, students 
wrote their own literary criticism. Students 
did not simply write papers for the teacher, 
but instead presented their papers to 
classmates in a format that mimicked 
round-table sessions at an academic 
conference. Peers gave one another 
extensive feedback and then revised based 
on this feedback. 

Students reported that this project not only 
improved their literary analysis skills but 
also made them feel more connected to the 
community of literary scholars and allowed 
them to continue to develop their own 
identities as literary scholars. We look 
forward to continuing to deepen this work 
throughout the rest of the year and 
beyond. 

Scot t  St orm

Scott was a 2019 NYSEC Mini-Grant winner

t eacher   tal k
Doing Lit erary Cr it icism  in an 
Unt racked English Class

Visit NCTE's website to find excellent resources 
for virtual instruction and online learning.

NCTE.org

https://ncte.org/


Six years ago, when we 

were approached by our 

respective department chairs about trying a new program called 

Humanities, Meghan and I jumped in without hesitation. The idea - 

weave together English and Global Studies to help students make 

connections and build excitement about the intersections of our two 

disciplines - sounded amazing. We visited Oceanside High School in Long Island to see their veteran 

program in action and immediately started planning, dreaming, and scheming. 

Educators can often fear change, but we were inspired to evolve. We knew that this shift would 

challenge us to be energetic and creative, working together to create a curriculum that best fit the 

spirit of a rigorous Humanities program for our ninth graders. 

Our first cohort taught us a lot about collaboration, revision, and community. It was full of excited 

risk-takers who were learning about Humanities just as we were. As we worked to define what the 

program meant, our students walked beside us as co-conspirators. So many of our ideas and 

inspiration were drawn from our students, who know so much more than we often give them 

credit for. 

In a profession that can be isolating, co-teaching and collaboration offers a chance to expand, 

learn, and grow. Meghan and I have now navigated many challenges that are truly better faced 

together. Additionally, we?ve realized that the core of our philosophy is nurturing our students? 

natural curiosity about the world-past, present, and future. The awe of all that we humans can 

create or destroy flows through our work and each of our students represents the potential of 

humans to do amazing things. 

The years have ticked by and our practice continues to evolve. We are grateful to have supportive 

departments and to work in a program with other like-minded teachers. Our meetings with our 

partners in the other grade level Humanities teams always serve as a reminder of the important 

work we do and how hard our colleagues strive to achieve the same goal-empower the students 

who traverse the confusing terrain of high school to become whole people who know their worth 

and their potential to affect change in our world.     -Michaela Caruso 

 

Lorem ipsum dolor  si t amet, 
consetetur  sadipscing el i tr , sed 
diam nonumy eirmod tempor  
invidunt ut labore et dolore.

Lorem ipsum dolor  si t amet, 
consetetur  sadipscing el i tr , sed 
diam nonumy eirmod tempor  
invidunt ut labore et dolore.

Michaela Caruso and Meghan Bleakley r eceived 
the 2019 NYSEC Col labor ator s of  Excel l ence 
award at our  annual conference in October. I f  you 
would l ike to nominate yourself  or  other s for  this 
award, cl i ck  her e to apply.

CELEBRATING  YOU !

col l abor at or s  of   excel l ence

t eacher  tal k

https://www.nysecteach.org/awards/#1491676838981-b3762ddc-df32
https://www.nysecteach.org/awards/#1491676838981-b3762ddc-df32
https://www.nysecteach.org/awards/#1491676838981-b3762ddc-df32
https://www.nysecteach.org/awards/#1491676838981-b3762ddc-df32


   This issue features articles by three 2019 NYSEC award 
winners to whom we're grateful for sharing their 
experiences with what led them to earn those awards. We 
are all doing worthwhile and valuable work. Nominate 
yourself or a colleague for one of our 2021 awards today! 
During our Award Luncheon on the Friday of the 
conference, we honor and celebrate those educators who 
promote excellence in English education by designing and 
implementing innovative programs, collaborating 
effectively, growing professionally, and creating enriching 
experiences for students. Please explore our award 
categories. We are confident you know someone who is 
deserving of an opportunity for growth, or recognition for 
a job well done. Click on each title to be taken to an online 
application.

Program s of  Excellence: Awards for effective programs which 
have been in place for at least three years and which have 
enriched English Language Arts instruction by offering creative 
opportunities for students and teachers.

Educat ors of  Excellence: Awards for educators nominated by 
colleagues who inspire excellence in students as well as 
teachers.

Collaborat ors of  Excellence: Awards presented to two 
educators, at least one of whom is an English Language Arts 
teacher. The team must work collaboratively, and share 
responsibility for interdisciplinary curriculum, lesson design, or 
instruction of a shared group of students.

Mini Grant s:  $500 grants are awarded to NYSEC members 
who are willing to create, explore, or enrich instruction in 
English Language Arts.

Dr . Rut h E. Everet t  Award: This award goes to one or more 
cooperating teachers and/or mentors who have mentored 
future English language arts teachers in student teaching or 
intern programs.

Ear ly Career  and Scholarship Award: Awards are presented 
to up to five new teachers who have been teaching five or 
fewer years. The scholarship pays for full conference 
registration to the NYSEC conference that year, at which the 
recipient is honored, as well as a one-year membership to 
NYSEC.

awar d  nominat ions

My dark shadows displayed on the wall
because I stand in front of the projector.
Fear and Loathing plays but I don't watch,
I'm living that life but worse.
Try to sedate, try to relate
to thoughts I try to escape.
Things I've seen, things I've done,
you'd hate me for it, I kept the gun.
He was right, I was wrong
the blood was left there, red and strong.
Now all I see are the shadows in my head,
not on the wall, I want my mind to be dead.
I hate the man that made me do it,
I hate the fact that I'm so stupid.
Box cutters and waste barrels,
shadows of machinery and blue lighting.
Now the blue is in my veins,
mixed with ice just how she liked.
But she's gone too, so should I,
but I'll stay right here up in the sky.

Nick King

Nick is a senior in Matt Kindelman's 
creative writing class at Walt Whitman 
HS, Huntington Station, NY

Nominate your talented 
students for our 
Creat ive Wr it ing Award. 
Click here for info!

Feat ur ed 
st udent  wr it ing
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The Global Citizen Project is based on the United 

Nations Sustainable Development Goals. In 2015, 

world leaders agreed to seventeen global goals for 

a better world by 2030. The goals range from 

ending hunger in all its forms to gender equality 

and women's empowerment. 

Incorporating skills from Art, English Language 

Arts, and Social Studies, students are tasked with 

choosing an issue of concern to them.  They must 

research the global issue and its possible 

solutions.  Following, students compose a short 

written piece illustrating their conclusions with 

words. Finally, the written work is used to create a 

word-art statement as the main focus for their 

artwork. 

The students are encouraged to consider issues 

which directly affect them within their 

communities, both regionally and globally.  This 

project was designed to raise awareness of these 

problems and instill a sense of community and 

global responsibility in the students. Education 

and small steps can create positive movement 

toward achievement of the goals

Malone Middle School Grade 8

Malone Central School District

Submitted by Dan Tusa

STUDENT 
CORNER 

gl obal  cit izenship pr oj ect



vp  col l ege

About 12 years ago I transitioned from full-time Pre-K- 12 teacher and 

administrator to full-time university professor - training graduates and 

undergraduates to be your colleagues. My concern has always been staying 

current with what is happening in K-12 education so that there is no disconnect 

for my students when they student teach and begin their first teaching assignments.

Of course, being a member of NYSEC?s and LILAC?s Executive Boards is a life-line for connecting 

with the K-12 teaching population. And I have been eagerly attending NYSED?s Regional Meetings 

(we held three sessions on our LIU Brookville Campus) on equitable pathways to a high school 

diploma and what a state diploma should denote. At these meetings, teachers, building and 

district office administrators, district-wide teachers/administrators, BOCES professionals, and 

university staff discussed six big questions:

 1. What do we want students to know and be able to do before they graduate? 

 2. How do we want students to demonstrate their knowledge and skills?

 3. How does one measure the learning of the knowledge and skills of our chosen indicators of 

readiness for high school completion?

 4. How does one measure achievement in the knowledge and skills of our chosen indicators of 

readiness for high school completion?

5. How can these measures accurately reflect the skills and knowledge possessed by our special 

populations, such as, English Language Learners and Students with Disabilit ies?

 6. And what course requirements or exams or other measures will ensure that students are well 

prepared for college, careers, and civic involvement when they graduate from high school? 

The discussions have been rich and I hope that you, too, have participated in these Regent led 

judicial district information gathering meetings that have been held throughout the state. By the 

winter of 2022, the Board of Regents? Blue Ribbon Commission will have studied the input from 

these local meetings, will have reviewed research and procedures in other states, will have 

received both stake-holder and public feedback, and will have developed recommendations.

So, how will this impact the ELA curriculum? ELA methodology? ELA materials? Do we know what 

we want our students? literacy skills to be when they graduate? In what mode will they need to 

communicate? What types of media will they listen to, read, or watch? What about critical thinking 

and other higher order analytical skills? Does the English Regents measure these attributes?  

Should it? Should we be using portfolios? Panel defenses? Are our rubrics appropriate for 

identifying college, career, and civic preparation?

And what about our growing English Language Learner population? Are we adequately responding 

to their needs? What about students with disabilit ies? Is inclusion the way to go? What about the 

St aying Connect ed



vp col l ege cont 'd
new SOCE legislation which is requiring secondary special education teachers to be certified also in 

the content area which they teach? And, conversely, should all content area teachers be dually 

certified in either special education or TESOL/bilingual? Our university feels that way for we are 

encouraging all new entrants to pursue at least two bachelor level teacher certifications.  

Obviously I have more questions than answers. But I think that our professors and our students 

need to grapple with these issues, in collaboration with K-12 practitioners, while our pre-service 

and in-service people are still students. Maybe the interests of my doctoral students might give 

some direction to this musing, for most of them are currently practitioners who returned to the 

university to advance their careers or to become better at what they currently do in the classroom. 

Popular topics for the dissertations that I chair or for whom I am a committee member tend to 

cluster around these concepts: 

1. assessment, especially as used formatively or predictively or as part of RTI

2. race and culture: Black fathers? roles in their children?s literacy development, migration for 

educational purposes, culturally sensitive constructivist teaching, the path to higher 

education for Black females, private schools (as opposed to local public schools) in 

international settings, Hispanic attitudes toward the visual arts

3. additional language learning: using a student 's native language for instruction, ELL inclusion 

in elementary literacy instruction

4. inclusion

5. early childhood education: play; meaning making with informational texts; bilingual dialogic 

reading; pre-K readiness

6. other: grade retention, college readiness, homework 

As you can see, race, culture, and additional language learning figure strongly into my doctoral 

students? interests. This ties in well with the Regents? interest in appropriate pathways for ELLs to 

graduate from high school with the skills they need beyond secondary education. There is also 

some interest in inclusion and in assessment ?also topics that repeatedly arose at the Regents led 

Regional meetings. Interestingly, many of my doctoral students are interested in components of 

early education, seeing a strong literacy foundation as a pathway for both future educational 

endeavors and post-high school survival and achievement in life, college, and work.

So, how well are we staying connected? Universities need K-12 input and I hope that the K-12 

population acknowledges that the university is trying to be current and relevant through joint grant 

proposals, advisory councils, and field work and student teaching partnerships. Together we can 

both stay current about educational research and practical applications. We need to communicate 

and share resources. Jointly, our skills are transferable.  We can build one community, one 

coalition, to support teaching and learning. PreK-20 ? we are all in this together.

Louisa Kramer-Vida, Ed.D.
NYSEC College VP



NEWS  FROM  NYSED 

For  inform at ion and guidance regarding Coronavirus (COVID-19) please  
cl ick  here t o refer  t o NYSED's dedicat ed coronavirus web page.

Lat est  Edit ion of  t he Next  Generat ion Roadm ap Spot l ight  

The third issue of the NYS Next Generation Roadmap Spotlight is now available. The Roadmap Spotlight 

highlights action steps taken towards implementing the New York State (NYS) Next Generation English 

Language Arts (ELA) and Mathematics Learning Standards. Educators, administrators, and leaders across 

New York State contribute articles with each other in mind, sharing their successes, challenges, and best 

practices related to the implementation of the revised standards. This December 2019 issue highlights a 

collaboration of Schoharie Valley-area schools and their work with the BOCES Partnership, 

Vernon-Verona-Sherrill Central School District?s commitment to providing equity and excellence for all 

students through survey-informed Professional Development, and a Next Generation ELA Learning 

Standards conference hosted by the Staff/Curriculum Development Network.  

Next  Generat ion Learning St andards Roadm ap and Im plem ent at ion Tim eline Updat es

We are currently in Phase II: Building Capacity of the Next Generation Learning Standards Roadmap. 

Revised in April, 2020, the Next Generation ELA Learning Standards Instruction and Assessment 

Implementation Timeline outlines when grade level implementation of the standards begins as well as 

when assessments will be aligned to the Next Generation Standards. Many resources for standards 

implementation, including the Curriculum Alignment Guide, the Parent Resource, and Professional 

Development Toolkits, can be found on the Next Generation Learning Standards webpage.  Many 

questions have arisen regarding graduation. You can find answers at our dedicated Graduation 

Requirements FAQ page.

Grades 6-8 Scaf folding Guides now available 

The Supporting All Students Resource Guides were designed through collaboration between the New 

York State Education Department and partners in the field. The purpose of these guides is to provide 

teachers with examples of scaffolds and strategies to supplement their instruction of English language 

arts (ELA) and mathematics curricula.  

Cont ent  Area Not if icat ion Service 

The New York State Education Department?s Office of Curriculum and Instruction has developed an email 

notification service to directly provide educators important information relevant to their area of 

certification and assignment. Click here to subscribe. 

St ay Connect ed

Visit the NYSED Staying Connected page to read about what creative measures fellow NY educators are 

taking to stay connected to students and each other. You can also submit your own stories.  

David J. Cof fey
NYSED Off ice of  Cur r iculum  and Inst ruct ion
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I apologize for the delay in the publication of this newsletter. The interruption 

of routine existence caused by the events surrounding the Covid 19 pandemic 

is the cause. On or around March 16, educators across New York state 

learned suddenly that schools would be closing indefinitely. Many of us didn't 

even get a chance to say good-bye to our students, and fled classrooms 

grabbing what we thought we would need in the coming weeks. We 

scrambled to put together meaningful work that students could review, and 

that everyone could access, with or without technology. We recently learned 

that schools are closed for the remainder of the school year, and we are faced 

with the task of teaching remotely. This has been rolled out in multiple forms 

across the state as different districts have varying requirements. At this point, most of us have 

been doing this for several weeks. While many educators have since taken crash courses in online 

platforms and resources, we have varying degrees of comfort with technology. Even the most tech 

savvy of us have faced challenges since disrupted family and home life, spotty access to Internet 

and devices, and lack of usual services and accommodations will make our most carefully planned 

lessons difficult for many students to complete. This has been, for a great number of us, a time of 

confusion, anxiety and fear. Yet, I have witnessed many more moments of creativity, flexibility, and 

resilience on the part of educators who have swung into action to cope with this crisis. The 

dedication and adaptability of my colleagues near and far is inspiring. We are making the most of 

our situation to do what is best for our students. Our students will learn. I have no doubt that we 

have the experience and expertise to deliver content and teach skills, but students will also gain far 

more meaningful lessons that we never expected to have to impart. This will be a time that is 

studied in history classes, and our students' children and grandchildren will look to them for 

firsthand accounts of the time when the entire country shut down. As teachers of English, we are in 

the prime position to allow and encourage our students to write as historians, recording not only 

the details of these events as they unfold, but also to reflect on their questions, concerns, and 

fears. Nothing can replace the community of our classrooms, where physical proximity is essential 

to so much that we teach. How, for example, will I teach my students how to interact with one 

another during scenes from A Midsummer Night?s Dream? I?ll adjust, but it won?t be the same. This 

school year is not ending as we 

anticipated, but I believe we will come 

through this as stronger, wiser, and 

better prepared for anything that arises 

in this noble profession. 

Chr ist ine Furnia

NYSEC News Edit or

edit or 's not es  

SPECIAL SUMMER ISSUE
The NYSEC NEWS sum m er  issue w il l  feat ure t he 
var ious ways dist ance learning has im pact ed 
educat ion. We want  t o hear  how  you, our  m em bers, 
have adapt ed t o online inst ruct ion. Em ail m e at

cfurnia@nysect each.org
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