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NYSEC 
DELIVERED
When it became apparent to the NYSEC 

Executive Board during the spring of 202O 

that we would have to cancel the 2020 

conference, we immediately formed a Virtual 

PD Committee  to explore ways that we could 

deliver quality content to our members. We 

are proud to decalre that we came through 

with six virtual offerings over the past year, 

which started last summer. Members learned 

how to implement blogging in their 

classrooms and how to align their curriculum 

to the Next Generation Standards. They had 

conversations with education mentors Carol 

Jago and Jocelyn Chadwick about using texts 

to teach for a better tomorrow. They learned 

practices for becoming more culturally 

responsive. Most importantly, they came 

together. The NYSEC Board is so grateful for 

the support, participation, and enthusiasm of 

the members who attended our virtual 

learning series. We are excited to continue this 

program into the upcoming school year.



pr es ident 's  message

WE MADE IT!!!

As we close out what feels like the 2019 - 2021 school year, I hope that you will take time to 

REST, RELAX, and RECHARGE.

We have all earned the right to put a hard stop to the end of this school year and have some 

ME time this summer.  I look forward to spending time with family, reconnecting with friends I 

have not seen in over a year, and taking time to both read and enjoy the beach.  I hope that 

you will do the same too.  Over the course of this school year, we gave our all, did our best, 

and as a result, we?re running on fumes.  Tak ing t im e t h is sum m er  for  yourself  is not  

self ish; i t ?s necessary.  We need to remind ourselves of that.  

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the NYSEC Board for their creativity and devotion 

this school year.  The pandemic forced our organization to re-evaluate what we do and how 

we support our membership.  The expertise and resourcefulness of our board members 

enabled us to begin a virtual professional development series with six workshops that were 

well received by the attendees.  They have helped in so many ways to improve what we offer 

to you.  Therefore I want to say THANK YOU to the NYSEC Executive Board for your dedication 

to this organization and the ELA educators of New York State.

As we plan for the coming year, we felt that our members may still be uncomfortable 

gathering in a large crowd.  So while we are anxious to see everyone together in person again, 

we are going to stay virtual for the coming year and return in-person to the Albany Marriott in 

October 2022.  We are in the process of planning a slate of great virtual workshops for the 

upcoming school year around culturally diverse pedagogy and anti-racist teaching based on 

the needs and wants of our membership.  In the long tradition of the NYSEC conference, 

these workshops will provide our members with hands-on, practical activities they can use in 

their classrooms to enhance instruction for students.  

In September, we will have more specific details and dates about our virtual professional 

development series: Understanding Diversity: Building Trust, Culture, and Reflective 



pr es ident 's  message cont 'd

Practice.  This series will kick off on Sat urday, Oct ober  2, 2021 at  9:00 am  w it h Nic St one.  

So mark your calendars, and check our email blasts for registration information!  We can?t 

wait to see you!

In addition, we continue to thank our NYSEC members for supporting the work we do for you.  

Please remember that as a NYSEC member, you can share your own thoughts and 

experiences by submitting articles or student work for either the NYSEC News newsletter or 

our journal The English Record.  Members can also write for our blog which is posted on our 

website.  

We wish you all a smooth end to the school year!  Have a great summer!

With appreciation,

Michelle Peterson-Davis, NYSEC President

 

save t he dat e!
Nic  St one

Oc t ober  2, 2021
9:00am

Part of NYSEC's 
Virtual Learning 

Series



t eacher  t al k

It?s been 10 months.

10 months of your lit t le face in a square on a screen or half of your face in front of me.

It?s been 10 months where there has been more asked of you than ever- but you have done much less. 10 
months where school probably was not the distract ion you needed from a pandemic but instead this bizarre 
TV show that was hard to pay attent ion to all the t ime.

In 10 months, I wanted so much more for you. I wanted to jump through the screen, I wanted to see your 
bedroom and pet your dog, and ask you if you are okay.

I wanted to know you. Better.

You will be told by people as you finish your educat ion and head off to college that this learning model has 
failed you in this pandemic. That you have a learning gap, or are less prepared for something than the rest of 
the pre-COVID teens before you.

They will assume, that because your learning was so different, so detached, and so distant that you didn?t 
learn at all. And, to be honest, that was true on some days. But on others you were aching to learn. You were 
a sponge before me, wait ing to share a new poem, or book, or story.

You see, they don?t know you. They don?t see you like I see you. They don?t know that you have grown more 
than ever. You have said things and you have done things and you have advocated for yourself, and you have 
told me about your mental health and the number of hours you work- and how much you have missed your 
friends.

You have missed something, many things. But fallen behind? No.

Now, have you done your best this year? Some of you have. Some have thrived in an environment where 
they could make their own schedule, make a snack while we read Romeo and Juliet aloud, wear air pods and 
do a paint ing for Art  class during a history lecture.

But some of you needed that social piece and mourned it  all year long. You lost your sparkle (sometimes the 
same days I did) and even if I knew you well, I knew you weren?t the same student you were in previous 
years. You got things done. But some days, it  was just checking things off a list .

But, guys, do you remember the music I played and sang to you from behind my mask, the stupid attendance 
quest ions I asked, the double waved Zoom goodbye?

That wasn?t all for you, just so you know. That was for me. Because in all the worry of a teacher?s brain this 
year- all the ways we could convince ourselves that we are falling flat  on our face, all the ways we could 
stress about standards, and state test ing, and learning targets, and curriculum gaps. In all of that?  we st ill 
had you. And sometimes our chat about ice cream flavors, or your favorite lake, or the art icle of clothing you 
can?t live without (hoodies won, almost unanimously)? It  made this weird TV show I?ve been producing all 
year feel the same as classrooms before.

You can probably name a million ways the world has fallen behind the past year or so. I can name a million 
ways that you (yes, you!) have gotten ahead.

To My Students: We Have Not  Fallen Behind



t eacher  t al k  cont 'd

I can name so many ways you are more creat ive, more intuit ive, more aware of your mental health and 
personal limits. More ways that you have learned to be your own advocate through the chat, through email, 
through a masked conversat ion in the hall.

And yes, I have given you all too many breaks. I have given too many ?okays? on late work. Too many, ?Just get it  to me 
when you have it  finished.? I have seen that the hard lessons you have to learn are ones you encountered every day of 
this school year. My tough love wasn?t going to help you get there. Things were already tough enough.

But I have also seen that the fabric of teenage life is thicker and more tangled than ever before. You have had to work 
hard to maintain friendships, keep in touch, make social act ivit ies for yourself. All things that school used to kind of do 
for you.

I?m sorry about that part . I?m sorry that at the t ime you needed it  most, your social needs were not able to be met. I?m 
sorry that text ing and social media were not enough. You should have had a Homecoming dance. A pep rally. A jam 
packed football game.

But please remember- you are rising out of this as someone else. We all are.

You are stronger. You are more yourself than you have ever been. You are ready for life in ways you never could have 
been before.

You have not fallen behind, I would never let  that happen. You have trudged on, sometimes holding me on your back 
as you made your way through this. You have been able to do so many things no one could have ever expected of you.

So when, someday, some older person tries to talk about how teens fared during the global pandemic? Speak up. Tell 
your story. Say, ?I was forever changed by having school that way. In the end, I think it  made me better.?

You are not behind. You didn?t fall there, you weren?t placed there, you?ll never stay there. You are right where you 
needed to be in this crucial and unique t ime of your life.

It?s been 10 months. 10 months that felt  like 10 years. But I would never choose to spend those 10 months with 
another group of kids. Thanks for keeping me going on the hardest of days. Thanks for the day you said, ?How are you 
doing??

And, most of all, thanks for not let t ing me fall behind either. There were days I almost did.

With love and a cheesy two handed wave,

Mrs. Gallagher

Bridgette Gallagher is a NYSEC Executive Board Member who teaches 9 Honors, English 11, and Creative 
Writing at Saratoga Springs High School where she is also department chair.



St udent  co r ner
Dear Women,

Thank you.

Thank  you , for still eating even when you could no longer fit into your favorite jeans.

Thank  you , for not hurting yourself physically when you were in pain m ent ally.

Thank  you , for reapplying your mascara when your t ears make it run.

Thank you , for making your bed in the morning.

Thank you , for wak ing up today.

Black, White, Indian, Hispanic, Asian, Gay, Straight, Thin, Curvy, Tall, Short.

Thank you . 

Thank you  for supporting other wom en  when you couldn?t support yourself.

Which is why I apologize.

I?m  sor ry.

I?m  sor ry, you have to go to school just to walk through the doors and be told, "Try harder .?

I?m  sor ry, when you go for a walk you have to bring your pepper  spray.

I?m  sor ry, you have to check under your car  before getting in it.

I?m  sor ry, you can?t go on walks at night . 

And I?m  sor ry that you didn?t realize this isn?t normal and that it?s a thing 97% of women go through.

97%.

Ninet y

Seven

Percent . 

97% of wom en  have been cat called, fol lowed hom e, t raf f icked, etc.

I?m  sor ry that the boys in your sevent h grade gym class didn?t pick you because you?re a gir l.

I?m  sor ry, that the boy you went on a date with last week only wanted you for your body.

I?m  sor ry that you feel the need to suck  in  your stomach when you wear tank tops.

I?m  sor ry, that you have to wear makeup everyday just to feel pret t y.

I?m  sor ry that when you show the slightest bit of anger you?re cursed at .

I?m  sor ry that when you reject a man you hesit at e.

I?m  sor ry that your dad made you clean  the house while your brother got to play foot ball  with him.

And I?m  sor ry that no one listened to you, when you said ?Just because I can vot e, it does not make us equal .? 

I?m sorry that people are so blinded with m isogyny and sexism  that you grew silent and lost your voice.

      I?m  sor ry, t hat  you?re a m odern day wom an.

By: Cour t ney Degano
Inspired by ?Dear Basketball? by Kobe Bryant

Courtney Degano is a socially-conscious 9th grade student at Roy C. Ketcham High School in the Wappingers Central 
School District. 



book  bant er

What Are You Going Through by Sigrid Nunez (2020)

   

       What if a friend who had been battling cancer sought you 
out and asked you to be with her in her last days, to be with 
her as her life came to a close and she took the pills that 
would end her life?  Would you dance away as gracefully as you could from your 
friend? Would you be blunt and just walk away?  Would you agree to go away with 
her and be present to her as she reached her final moments?  What You Are Going 
Through by Sigrid Nunez is an exploration of that request and the response.  But the 
book is also a quiet reflection on what it means to be human, what the essential 
issues are when all is distilled down. The epigraph of the book by Simone Weil 
reads, ?The love of our neighbor in all its fullness simply means being able to say to 
him, ?What are you going through???  The novel is a short and in some ways simple 
story, but it speaks eloquently of that old phrase, ?Less is more.?  The book?s final 
words read, ?I have tried.  Love and honor and pity and pride and compassion and 
sacrifice -- what does it matter if I failed.?
-Paul O'Br ien NYSEC Execut ive Board

Dear Justyce By Nic Stone (2020)

Dear Justyce is the much anticipated companion novel to Dear Martin by Nic Stone.  
In this young adult novel geared toward high schoolers, Nic Stone explores the life 
of Vernell Laquan Banks, known as Quan, the cousin of Manny in Dear Martin.  
Stone deeply delves into Quan?s life before, during and briefly 
after being wrongly incarcerated for a crime he did not commit 
through a series of flashbacks, vignettes and letters.  Dear 
Martin fans will happily see the development of Justyce 
McAllister and cameos from other Dear Martin characters as 
well.   This intriguing novel is timely, engaging and just a little 
heartbreaking.

Joann Hili-Carbone  NYSEC Executive Board



Ny s t at e educat ion dept .
Next  Generat ion Learning St andards Im plem ent at ion Delayed One Year  

Due to the COVID-19 situation, implementation of the Next Generation ELA Learning Standards will not begin until fall 
2022. All implementation dates have been delayed one year. Administration of the first 3-8 ELA exams aligned to the 
Next Generation Learning Standards will begin in Spring 2023. Full implementation at the high school will begin in Fall 
2023. An updated Instruction and Implementation Timeline is available on the NYSED webpage. Other resources for 
standards implementation, including the Curriculum Alignment Guide, the Parent Resource, and Professional 
Development Toolkits, can be found on the Next Generation Learning Standards webpage.

Cult urally Responsive Sust aining Educat ion Resources 

The New York State Board of Regents and State Education Department published the Culturally Responsive-Sustaining 
(CR-S) Education Framework in 2018 and have now published a guide for implementation: the Culturally 
Responsive-Sustaining Education Implementation Roadmap (K-12). The CRS Framework and Roadmap are committed to 
encouraging equity and inclusion for all the students and families in our state. The Roadmap, developed by a Strategy 
Committee that included classroom teachers, educators, community partners, and higher education representatives 
from across New York State, includes action steps and links to free resources for school districts and community groups 
as they strive to do this important work. As more resources are developed, the Department will continue to expand the 
resources section of the Roadmap and the CR-S website. In addition, the Department has posted a set of six CR-S 
Framework Briefs. The purpose of the briefs is to highlight the important concepts of the CR-S Framework as an 
introduction for educators, administrators, parents/caregivers, community members, and students. These briefs can be 
used as a professional development resource that encourages the reading of the CR-S Framework in its entirety. 
Questions regarding the CR-S materials can be directed to the Office of Curriculum and Instruction at 
emscurric@nysed.gov.

Writ e On, NY Logo Cont est  Winner  Announced 

NYSED?s new ?Write on, NY!? initiative promotes and supports student writing in New York State. NYSED invited students 
statewide to enter our Logo Design Contest to help promote the initiative.

Nat halia Benavides, an 11th grade student at Brentwood High School in Suffolk County, Long Island was named the 
winner of the Write on, NY! Logo Design Contest. Nathalia?s logo was selected out of 294 submissions from students 
across the state. When asked to describe her logo design, Nathalia responded: ?For my design, I decided I'd keep it 
simple and modern. Representing the state of New York, I illustrated the Statue of Liberty, who is depicted writing in a 
journal. I wanted my drawing to be straightforward in capturing Write on, NY!?s initiative, which aims to promote the 
practices to make lifelong writers of all New York State students.?

Sum m er  Reading at  New York  St at e Librar ies 

The 2021 summer reading slogan is ?Tails and Tales? and libraries are planning many fun programs and events around 
this animal theme. This year, libraries across the state will be offering a selection of exciting online and virtual 
programming as well as in person and outdoor events. There will be special events, reading challenges, fun activities, 
and more throughout the summer months from June through August. To sign up for Summer Reading and Summer 
Learning and find out what YOUR local library has planned, check out your  local l ibrary?s websit e. 

If you have any questions, feel free to contact me at david.j.coffey@nysed.gov.

Have a great summer!

David Cof fey

Associate in Instructional Services, ELA
Office of Curriculum and Instruction
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eng l ish r eco r d  cal l  f o r  submiss ions

REVIEWS

We would love to hear about the books that inspire your teaching. Consider sharing your response to a book (young 
adult, literary fiction or nonfiction, contemporary or classic, graphic novel, etc.), a collection (poetry or essays), or a 
non-print text (film, artwork). (600 words maximum)

CREATIVE WRITING

We would love to read your poetry, fiction, flash-fiction. 

SUBMISSIONS

Manuscripts should be submitted electronically to Dr. Deirdre Faughey via e-mail at englishrecord@nysecteach.org.

Manuscripts should be blinded, prepared using MS Word.

Manuscripts should follow APA 7th edition guidelines. No simultaneous submissions.

Each manuscript should include a cover sheet with the author?s name, affiliation, position, a short two or three-line 
author bio, preferred mailing address, telephone and e-mail address. Identifying information should not appear 
elsewhere in the manuscript.

Please include an abstract on the cover page of no more than 50 words.

All images, tables, figures and additional materials should be sent as separate files with a figure heading and 
notation within the manuscript for preferred placement.

Authors should adhere to the Statement on Gender and Language from the NCTE website at 
www.ncte.org/positions/ statements/genderfairuseoflang. 

PEER REVIEW PROCESS

All of our Feature Articles undergo the peer review process. Upon submission you will receive an email confirmation. 
If your submission is not an appropriate fit for the journal we will let you know. You can send inquiries to Dr. Deirdre 
Faughey at englishrecord@nysecteach.org. 

If your submission seems like a good fit for the journal we will send it to at least two reviewers, who will then provide 
feedback and make recommendations. The editor will then make a final decision about publication and share final 
edits. 

PERMISSIONS

As the author, you are required to secure any necessary permissions to reproduce any student work or materials 
from other sources.

COMPLIMENTARY COPIES

Each corresponding author will receive a copy of the issue after publication.

DEADLINE

October 15, 2021

http://www.ncte.org/positions/statements/genderfairuseoflang


member  inf o
Follow  us on Instagram

Like us on Facebook

Follow  us on Twitter

Em ail us 

Contact  us
Our business address is:

NYSEC
PO Box 32
Hyde Park , NY 12538

NYSEC News Newslet t er .  Submit 
your, or your students' work for 
publication.

Edit or 's cont act  info:
Christine Furnia
cfurnia@nysecteach.org

https://www.instagram.com/nysec_gram/
https://www.facebook.com/nysecteach/
https://twitter.com/nysec_tweets
https://www.nysecteach.org/contact/


ed it o r 's  no t es

My youngest daughter is notorious for recording seemingly every move her 

sisters and I make on her phone. Her favorite things to capture are those things 

we'd all rather forget, or at the very least, not want others to witness: getting 

frustrated at the grocery store when they don't have what I need, crying over a bad haircut,  

dealing with customer service on the phone, doing a silly dance in the kitchen, and so on. I 

can't count the number of times I glance up and see the phone pointed my way. All of the 

clips inevitably end with me whining, "Stop recording!"  When she does, I immediately 

demand, "Delete it!" to which she replies, "No. You'll be glad you have this someday." She's 

right. Even though I cringe at watching an instant replay, when some time has passed, I 

view those small moments with a sort of nostalgic reflection.

 A recent assignment I gave my students was to document this past year in their blogs. I 

specifically wanted them to explain how Covid impacted their lives, both at home and at 

school. I tried to impress upon them how these first-hand accounts of such a historic time 

will be so valuable to future generations. At one point, I second guessed asking them to do 

this because of the potential for dredging up painful or difficult memories. Nevertheless, I 

went ahead with it, justifying that they would only reveal what was comfortable for them. 

Plus, like my daughter 's filming, this documentation grants us a glimpse into our past and 

allows us to recall not just the events, but how we felt at the time. These moments that we 

archive, good and bad, played a part in helping shape us into who we are today, and it 's a 

gift we can give ourselves.  We'll be glad we have it someday.

Chr ist ine Furnia
NYSEC News Edit or

Contributors to this issue include: David Coffey, Courtney Degano, Deirdre Faughey, 
Christine Furnia, Bridgette Gallagher, Joann Hili-Carbone, Paul O' Brien, Michelle 
Peterson-Davis
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