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President’s Message 

September 2016 

Dear Colleagues, 

 September is one of my favorite times of year. Not that I don’t like summer vacation, but 

September means to me a new beginning, the start of a new school year. I guess many teachers think 

of our annual year as ranging from September until August, rather than the more traditional January 

through December. But September is always a special time to for me.  No matter how difficult or 

how wonderful the last academic year was, we always have the opportunity to start again, an 

opportunity not afforded to our colleagues in other fields of employment. 

 When September rolls around, I also always think about our NYSEC conference in October. I 

eagerly look forward to seeing my colleagues from around the state, listening to the keynote speakers, 

deciding which sessions to attend, and my especial favorite activity is our annual awards luncheon 

where we honor and praise our Educators of Excellence, our Programs of Excellence, and our 

Collaborators of Excellence. In addition, we acknowledge our mini-grant winners, our Fellow, our 

Ruth Everett awardees, and our best received article published last year in the English Record. 

This year at our conference, we will start with a meeting on Wednesday afternoon with our NYSED 

commissioner MaryEllen Elia, and be entertained and informed by multiple keynoters and over 50 

presentations prepared by over 100 of you – our colleagues in the schools, the universities, and the 

consulting and publishing fields.   The growth mindset, character study, ebooks, writing – pick your 

interest and we probably have a session for you. Maybe you will be inspired to send in a proposal and 

share your own creative ideas and interpretations of best practice for the 2017 conference. 

 In a sense, this is a happy/sad letter to our readers. I am coming to the end of a fantastic year 

as the president of an outstanding professional organization that has your ELA interests close to our 

hearts. We are your representative at SED forums on such topics as ENLs, ESSA, and Common Core 

related initiatives. We are attempting to establish more local affiliates, similar to LILAC, which is 

thriving on Long Island. We are sharing your great writing through this newsletter and our peer 

reviewed journal The English Record. We are 1 of only 8 state ELA organizations in the nation to 

receive an affiliate award from NCTE! Each member of our Executive Board comes to Albany every 

other month to discuss statewide and local issues and to manage the organization’s affairs. All of the 

above items are the happy part of my message, but the sad part is not that I will no longer be 

president or that I am leaving the organization. The sad part is that so many of you have so much to 

offer and we miss your very active participation in our activities. We are glad that you are receiving 

our publications and we hope you enjoy reading them.  We hope to see you at our conference at the 

Albany Marriott in October and we want you to renew your membership, contact us through our 

website, and just get involved with us in whatever way meets your needs. 

 Thanks for supporting English Language Arts and for being a member of NYSEC. I look 

forward to speaking with you at our conference. 

Sincerely, 

Louisa Kramer-Vida, Ed. D.  

NYSEC 2015-2016 President 
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Breaking News! 

 

NYSEC is now an SED approved sponsor of Continuing 

Teacher and Leader Education!  This designation means that 

you can apply your time at our conference workshops towards 

your required CTLE hours. 

Come to our conference, sign in, and fulfill this newly 

established CTLE requirement! 
For information on this requirement, click on this link: 

http://www.highered.nysed.gov/tcert/resteachers/CTLE.html 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

See Podcast, highlighting the work of 

NYSEC Board Member and VP 

Administration, Victor  Jaccarino 

A leader in both pedagogy and academics, Victor works with administrators and 

teachers to improve instruction through practical, hands-on workshops and coaching. 

Victor invites us to listen intently. He reminds us that what we do is about the kids, 

improving their motivation, their academic engagement and their lives. 
 

http://masterleadership.org/index.php/2016/07/31/011-victor-jaccarino-sr-education-

consultant/ 
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 What are your resolutions?  How do you plan to help your students blossom this year?  I’m sure we all think of these 
questions as we begin a new school year.  When it comes to our youngest learners, we are anxious to see their energy and we want 

to foster that enthusiasm and motivation for learning.   

This summer I had the opportunity to participate in the Teachers College Reading and Writing Project summer institutes for 
both reading and writing.  These institutes provide an amazing opportunity to bring a community of learners together and share 
best practices for our classrooms.  For these institutes you get attend large group sessions that teach you the theory, small group 
sessions that allow you to apply those theories, choice sessions that give you information about variety of topics, and then keynotes 
that represent some of the best in our field. 

Here are the five lessons I learned at these institutes that I hope you can apply to your classroom this year: 

Reading volume matters!  If you have one goal to set for your classroom this year, then I would suggest that you try 
to increase the amount of reading that your students do on a daily basis.  Students need to practice reading like an 
athlete practices their sport.  They can’t get better at it if they don’t do it.  Therefore, you need to think not only 
about how much reading you’re doing with the students, but also how much they are doing on their own. 

Increased volume of reading helps to increase vocabulary!  Did you know that 20 minutes of reading a day translates 
to students seeing about 600,000 words, but reading 65 minutes a day means that they will see 4.3 million words?  
Which means that as teachers we need to think about how much time we give students to read throughout the 
day.  Stephanie Harvey told us that “access + choice + time = volume,” therefore we must think about how use 
our time during the school day so that we provide the students will many opportunities to read. 

Series, series, series – How would you define yourself as a reader?  Most adults who are good readers probably have 
an author or favorite series that they love; and when you think back to what you read as a child the same was 
probably true.  I loved Nancy Drew, Encyclopedia Brown, Sweet Valley High, and Judy Blume just to name a few.  
Series books develop our stamina as readers, help us make connections across pages, and think about character 
and themes across books.  As teachers we can use this to increase not only students’ love of reading and the 
amount of vocabulary they are exposed to, but also the rigor of the books they read.  Dr. Mary Ehreworth shared 
a list that is available through the TCWRP website that shows how to move students through series and genres in 
a way that can lift the level of students’ reading. 

Remember that there is a difference between structure and script.  Teachers teach children, not programs.  So 
whether it’s a textbook series, curriculum modules, or other teaching resources, remember that they are only a 
guideline or suggestion about how to teach your lesson.  You still need to take into account the students in your 
room and the data you have for those students so that you can provide them with instruction and learning 
environment that will meet their needs. 

It takes a lot of slow to grow!  Stephanie Harvey reminded us that our students “don’t all bloom on our watch … but 
we are all part of their blooming.”  Our students each grow at a different pace, which means that even if we don’t 
witness the fruits of our labor that it doesn’t mean we haven’t made a difference.  In addition, repetition will help 
students internalize what we teach them so that they can begin to use those strategies and skills with 
independence. 

Many thanks to the #tcrwp team for planning such dynamic and informative sessions! 

 As you begin to plan for this year, I hope you can use these lessons to think about the best ways to meet the needs of your 
students.  We also hope that you will join us October 19th – 21st at the Albany Marriott for the annual NYSEC Conference, so that 
you can discover other great ideas from teachers across New York State.  Out conference theme this year is Literacy: At the 
Intersection of Story and Information.  So check out our website www.nysecteach.org for more information. 

 Best of luck this school year! 

 

 

Michelle Davis 

VP Elementary 

NEWS FROM VP ELEMENTARY 

http://www.nysecteach.org
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NYSEC 
At a recent meeting of the NYSEC Board of Directors, your Board voted to make some changes to 
our Constitution.  When the Constitution was drafted, the role of Regional Director was stipulated in 
order to achieve two goals—regional representation throughout the state and leadership and 
communication within those regions.  Today, in the 21st century, communication and the 
dissemination of information is now instantaneous and boundless.  Board members can easily 
communicate and share ideas and information though the internet, regardless of geographic location.  
In order to keep the Board lean and efficient, we propose to eliminate the concept of Regional 
Director as a stand-alone job.  On the other hand, we want to maintain the concept of regional 
representation.  We want our members to have someone in their region that they can turn to for 
questions or concerns, as well as someone who will represent each region’s unique profile.  To that 
end, we have made each Board member a de facto Regional Representative. 

Our Constitution requires that the full membership vote on these changes at our Business Meeting 
which takes place at our annual conference.  Please be sure to attend and participate in this important 
vote. 

 

Special Announcements 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

John Harmon 

 

NYSED 

In July and August 2016, over 50 New York State parents and educators, including classroom teachers, 

curriculum specialists, and college professors, met in Albany to review the P-12 Common Core 

Learning Standards and provide recommendations. The committee’s recommendations, as well as the 

draft changes to the English Language Arts Standards, will be available for public feedback in 

September on the NYSED AIMHighNY website (http://www.nysed.gov/aimhighny). 

 

Erik Sweet 

  

http://www.nysed.gov/aimhighny
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NYSEC Conference 2016  

Literacy at the Intersection  

of Story and Information 

 
 

REGISTER NOW  

FOR THE 2016 NYSEC CONFERENCE  AND 

BECOME A MEMBER OF NYSEC TODAY! 

 

 

http://www.nysecteach.org/conference-

registration.html 

 

http://www.nysecteach.org/conference-registration.html
http://www.nysecteach.org/conference-registration.html


Page 7 

 

 

RESERVE YOUR HOTEL ROOM TODAY! 

 

 

189 Wolf Road 

Albany, NY 12205 

(518)  458-8444 

Click HERE for hotel reservation link. 

http://www.marriott.com/meeting-event-hotels/group-corporate-travel/groupCorp.mi?resLinkData=NYS%20English%20Council%202016%20%5Ealbny%60encenca%60142.00%60USD%60false%606%6010/19/16%6010/21/16%6010/11/16&app=resvlink&stop_mobi=yes


Page 8 

Aims  

The English Record publishes original peer reviewed contributions that focus on the field of English 

education. The English Record features articles on pedagogy, essays, commentaries, program 

descriptions, reflective narratives, book reviews and occasional student work. Please check the 

website, the newsletter and the journal call page for more information regarding upcoming calls for 

manuscripts. 

 

Submissions  

Manuscripts and inquires should be submitted electronically to Dr. Kjersti VanSlyke-Briggs via e-mail 

at: 

englishrecord@oneonta.edu  

 

Manuscripts should be prepared using MS Word. All parts of the manuscript should be double 

spaced. Please number all pages consecutively. Each manuscript should include a cover sheet with the 

author’s name, affiliation, position, a brief two or three line author bio, preferred mailing address, 
telephone and e-mail address.  

Identifying information should not appear elsewhere in the manuscript. Please include an abstract on 

the cover page of no more than 100 words. Manuscripts must conform to APA standards. 

Manuscripts that do not utilize APA will be returned.  

All images, tables, figures and additional materials should be sent as separate files with a figure heading 

and notation within the manuscript for preferred placement.  

 

Permissions  

As the author, you are required to secure any necessary permissions to reproduce any student work 

or materials from other sources. 

 

 Proofs and Complimentary Copies  

A proof will be sent for accepted manuscripts to the author for 

review. Each corresponding author will receive a copy of the issue 

after publication. 

The English Record– Call for Manuscripts 



 

The National Council of Teachers of English (NCTE) recently announced its 2016 Affiliate 

Awards, and NYSEC received recognition in two categories.  The New York State English Council 

is one of eight affiliates selected for the NCTE Affiliate Excellence Award. The purpose of this 
award is to establish high standards of performance for affiliates and to honor those that meet 

these standards. NYSEC was particularly cited for our “consistently strong conventions with 

exciting sessions . . . in all areas of English/Language Arts and literacy education” and the 

“professionalism of our publications and the fabulous articles found throughout.”   NCTE found that 

NYSEC kept members informed, aware, and professionally supported with changes to and trends in 

English/Language Arts education and applauded NYSEC’s “awareness and development of 

opportunities around diverse populations, whether with your teachers or around the communities 

you serve.  The New York affiliate is certainly one that could be held up as a role model to others.” 

 

The NYSEC publication THE ENGLISH RECORD received an honorable mention in the 2016 NCTE 

Affiliate Journal Awards. Only three other journals were cited (one winner and two other 

honorable mentions)! The judges found the issue of THE ENGLISH RECORD to be “filled with 

timely articles . . .[and] excellent in many categories.”  They were particularly impressed by level of 

scholarship: it “is admirable and speaks to the value your organization places on scholarly research 

for this publication.” 

 

Finally, past NYSEC president (and current Executive Board member) Michelle Bulla, English 

Department Chair at Monroe-Woodbury High School in Central Valley, has been selected as a 

national recipient of the 2016 High School Teacher of Excellence Award, sponsored by the 

Secondary Section of NCTE. We congratulate Ms. Bulla on her selection. 

 

The affiliate awards will be given at the Affiliate Breakfast on Sunday, November 20, and the High 

School Teacher of Excellence Award will be presented at the Secondary Section Luncheon on 

Saturday, November 19, both during the NCTE Annual Convention in Atlanta, Georgia.  See http://

www.ncte.org/annual for more information about the 2016 Convention. 

 

 

 Larry Butti 

NCTE Liason 

NCTE Recognizes NYSEC For Excellence 

http://www.ncte.org/annual
http://www.ncte.org/annual
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Thursday, October 20th, 2016 
  

Registration 7:30 AM-12:30 PM and 2:00-4:00 PM 

 

Continental Breakfast 7:30-8:30 AM 

Welcome and Opening Remarks– Dr. Louisa Kramer-Vida , NYSEC  President  

 

Keynote Address Lester Laminack 9:00-10:00 AM 

Workshops Sessions and Publisher Exhibits 10:15-12:30  

 

Luncheon 1:00-2:00 PM 

 

Keynote Address : Alice Hoffman 2:00-3:00 PM 

Workshop Sessions and Publisher Exhibits 3:15-4:15 PM 

 

Keynote Address: Kylene Beers 4:30-5:30 PM 

 

Cocktails and Conversation– 5:30-6:30 PM 

 

Dinner on your own 

Wednesday, October 19th, 2016     

 

Early Registration    

4:00 - 8:00 p.m.  

 

Administrator/Supervisor 

Networking Session   

 Victor Jaccarino   

4:45 - 6:15 p.m 

Guest: Commissioner MaryEllen Elia 

Conference Schedule 



Page 11 

Friday, October 21st 

Registration  

7:00 AM-1:00 PM 

 

NYSEC Annual President’s Breakfast and  Business Meeting 

7:30-8:30 AM 

 

Keynote Address: Ernest Morrell 

8:30-9:30 AM 

 

Workshop Sessions and Publisher Exhibits 

9:45 AM-12:00 PM 

 

Awards Luncheon 

12:30PM-3:30 PM 

We look forward to seeing you there! 
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NYSEC AWARD WINNERS 

 
Educators of Excellence Winners 

 

ADMINISTRATION 

Valarie Karas -  Ballston Spa School District 

Steven Gilhuley - Malverne Union Free School District 

Dr. Cynthia Seniuk – North Merrick School District 

Beth Zirogiannis - Oceanside School District  

 

ELEMENTARY 

Maryann Cockerill - Massapequa Public Schools  

Kathleen Sokolowski - Farmingdale Public Schools 

Kelly Mackay - Baldwin School District  

 

MIDDLE 

Debra Villano - Island Trees School District  

Kathryn Dodd - Amityville Union Free School District 

Kathleen Fenn - Pine Plains Central School District  

Anna DeMartino - Sewanhaka Central High School District 

Brett Schwartz - Bellmore-Merrick Central High School District 

Andrew Maycock - Guilderland Central School District  

Tabatha Stillwell - Malone Central School District 

Janine Katsigiorgis - Amityville Union Free School District  
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MORE NYSEC WINNERS! 

 Educators of Excellence Winners 

 

SECONDARY 

Jennifer Levin - Northport-East Northport Schools 

Danielle Benner - Guilderland Central School District 

Brooke Dickson - New Lebanon Central School District  

Sarah Fleming - Westhill School District  

Anastasia Caputo - Malverne Union Free School District  

Cheryl Meany - Baldwinsville Central School District  

Louis Ventura - Olean City School District 

Ricki Mazzella - Marlboro Central School District  

Jolene Morielli-Russo - New Rochelle Public Schools 

Lianne Bellinger - Sewanhaka Central High School District 

Samantha Fishman - Briarcliff Manor School District 

Laura Sheridan-Carbone - Bellmore-Merrick Central High School District 

Rebecca Fiske - Malone Central School District 

Susan Chappell - Monroe-Woodbury Central School District 

 

Programs of Excellence Winners 

 

The Canterbury Tale Parody - Skaneateles Central School District 

Massapequa High School Media Studies Program - Massapequa Public Schools 

Writing and Filmmaking - City School District of New Rochelle 

Speak Truth to the Power Research Film Unit - Skaneateles Central School District  

 

Collaborators of Excellence Winners 

Jennifer Frasca and Laura Trongard - Oceanside School District 

Kristin Petersen and Jennifer Rabie - Massapequa Public Schools 

Amy Scognamillo and Amy Nardone - Bay Shore Schools 

Tom Durkin and Michelle McNeight - Briarcliff Manor School District 
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NYSEC AWARD WINNERS 

 Ruth Everett Award Winner 

Beth Schneider - The City College Academy of the Arts 

 

Mini-Grant Winners 

Kjersti  Vanslyke-Briggs & Marissa Orezzoli -  Sydney Central School District 

Ellen Brooks - Hunter College-CUNY 

Reinaldo Latorre - Amityville Union Free School District 

Stephen Sorensen - Olean City School District 

 

Article of the Year – English Record – Winner 

Michelle Bulla - Monroe-Woodbury Central School District 

 

Fellow Award 

Erik Sweet - New York State Education Department 
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NYSEC News is 
published by the New 
York State English 
Council.  

Our business address is:  

18 Hidden Drive  

Monroe, NY 10950  

Articles can be submitted to 
Michelle Kaprinski at 
Michellek914@aol.com.  

Editor’s Notes 

NYSEC News  2016 

Contributers to this publication include:  Larry Butti,  John 
Harmon,  Louisa Kramer-Vida,  Michelle Peterson-Davis, Erik 
Sweet,  Sara Taveniere, Kjersti VanSlyke-Briggs, and CJ Vincent 


