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Writer Alice Hoffman to Keynote NYSEC 
Luncheon on Thursday, Oct. 20 

    Magic and Reading 
Magic has been the hallmark of Alice Hoffman’s life.  Whether it was her sense as a 
child while in a department store that the ceiling was speaking to her when the 
loudspeakers came on, or whether it was the magical fairy tales her Russian 
grandmother would tell her about Baba Yaga, the fearsome witch, or whether it was 
her own magic she could create with story, for Hoffman, magic was transformative 
and a key to her life. 
 
As a child, Hoffman read all the time - “it saved my life” - and became aware that 
literature “casts a magic spell.” Her “greatest discovery” as a child was Ray Bradbury.  
In a New Y ork Times interview, she said, “Ray was the one who taught me about the 
world, and he was a great teacher.”  Crucial also was Salinger’s The Catcher in the 
Rye, a text which became a major catalyst for her .  “I hadn’t known that a book could 
speak so directly to a reader. After that, I knew what I wanted to do with my life.”   
  
Writing has always been an escape for Hoffman, but not in the pejorative sense of the 
word. Rather, writing has, as reading did, saved her life. Hoffman says in Writer 
Magazine that “ I write because I can’t not write.  You know that fairy-tale idea of 
turning straw into gold?  That’s what it feels like to me.  If I didn’t do it, my existence 
is straw.” And writing she has done in abundance:  23 novels, 3 Collections of short 
fiction, 8 children’s stories, and one nonfiction work entitled Survival Lessons, an 
account of her battle with breast cancer.  
  
Alice Hoffman is the perfect speaker for teachers who are always looking to find 
answers and ways to inspire students to read more, to write more, and to see life in 
magical ways.  The answer may be closer than we realize; maybe in the certainty 
Sally Owens has in Hoffman’s novel, Practical Magic:  “Always throw spilled salt 
over your left shoulder.  Keep rosemary by your garden gate.  Add pepper to your 
mashed potatoes.  Plant roses and lavender, for luck.  Fall in love whenever you can.”  
 
See you at Thursday’s Luncheon where Alice Hoffman will regale us with magical 
stories.  
      
Paul O’Brien 
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President’s Message 

Intersections 
 
When you think of the word “intersection,” do you think of ELA? Or do you think of crossing a busy 
street? Or maybe geometry, like non-parallel lines or intersecting angles?  

 
To me, intersection means crossing, but it also conjures up the idea of joining. As I see it, our upcoming 
October conference title, Literacy: At the Intersection of Story and Information, purposely includes the term as 
a connection, as the touching point, the bridge, between story and information. But to me, intersection 
means more than a connection or a bridge. It implies coming together. To me, it is not crossing over to 
another side and leaving one segment behind.   For me, the term alludes to the gathering of ELA 
professionals from around and beyond New York State, and the assemblage of teachers who are 
employed in the cities, the suburbs, and our rural areas, hopefully ready to share novel ideas and 
established best practices. 

 
As professionals, we are always looking for connections between subject matter, such as English and Social 
Studies, which was so aptly coordinated, for example, in the newest New York State Social Studies 
Standards. Even more recently, educators are melding ELA and STREAM (science, technology, research, 
engineering, the arts, and math). Maybe intersection means that we are at the juncture of more 
coordination among traditional public, public charter, and private schools. It also could allude to co- 
teaching, whether in the realm of special and general education or, as noted in the new Part 154, between 
ENL teachers and their subject area or elementary generalist partners. What about worldwide cultural 
and/or electronic intersections? So many potential meanings for one simple word. 

  
So, what does intersection currently mean to you and what intersections do you already make in your 
classroom? Maybe they are similar to the connections and interpretations our presentation proposal 
writers made. Let’s see. Reading and writing was an oft thought of pair, as was speaking and listening. 
What about those classic terms “fiction” and “nonfiction”, or more contemporaneously, narrative and 
informational text? They often appeared in the proposals. Did you think of intersecting comparing and 
contrasting?  Or connecting literal and figurative? Some of our session proposers did. 

 
Your contemporaries have interpreted our conference theme quite diversely, some liberally connecting As 
and Bs, while others made more archetypal connections.  English and Social Studies were often 
amalgamated, such as through tall tales and history. And narratives and informational texts, often termed 
fiction and nonfiction, were regularly paired in such combinations as literature and primary sources. Paper-
based and digital writing was another popular grouping, sometimes tied to the National Writing Project’s 
“Letters to the Next President” campaign. Speaking and listening, classroom teachers and librarians, shared 
reading/writing, and co-teaching collaborations were what many people thought about when they focused 
on the term “intersection”. 
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President’s Message (Continued) 

  
Some other interesting combinations were high school and elementary inter-visitations, the visible and 
the unseen, power and wisdom, and art and life. What about a focus on self-study in coordination with 
collaboration, maybe through such means as Google Classroom? Writing and dancing? Testing as 
teaching? Our presentation proposers have interpreted as they saw fit. In fact, one STEAM team even 
substituted English for Engineering! So, has your definition of intersection changed yet?  
 
Of course, everyone did not choose to coordinate their proposal with the conference theme. So there 
are applications that discuss questioning, many which deal with different aspects of writing, and some 
which stress classroom management, mentoring, and differentiation of instruction. Technology and/or 
culture also often weave through as cross-cutting themes, so I guess that is another way to interpret 
intersection. 
 
Now that I have given you a preview of what the October 2016 conference potentially may offer, do you 
feel the intersection between what you do in your classroom and what others are offering to share 
about their teaching spaces and their pedagogical ideas? Did I mention something that might extend one 
of your current favorite projects so that it might cross over into a deeper dimension? Is this conference 
an opportunity for you to tell your own insightful story? Is this a place for you to gain more conjoined 
information? Maybe this conference is a chance for you to redefine literacy for yourself and your 
students. And, how do our keynoters, Alice Hoffman, Kylene Beers, Lester Laminack, and Ernest Morrell 
intersect with each other, with story, with information, and with you?  Alice Hoffman often merges 
reality and the fantastic in her novels. Kylene Beers fosters the reading/writing workshop connection. 
Lester Laminack has crossed the bridge from professor to full-time writer, and Ernest Morrell is forever 
searching for the conduit between young people’s interest in popular culture and the media and fostering 
motivation and college access, particularly for urban and minority students. Interesting literacy related 
intersections to say the least. 
 
I truly hope to meet you at NYSEC’s next conference.  I want to hear your story. I want to learn the 
information that you wish to share, formally or informally, about your teaching and learning experiences. 
I am extremely interested in your personal version of literacy and its intersection with whatever is 
important to you. 
 
Let’s connect in October and intersect our own concepts of story and 
information at the upcoming NYSEC conference! 

 

    Louisa Kramer-Vida, Ed. D. 
 NYSEC President 
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2016 Conference Overview 
 

      

Conference Schedule: 
 

 

Wednesday    Thursday              Friday 
Oct. 19, 2016    Oct. 20, 2016     Oct. 21, 2016 

 

Early Registration    Registration      Registration 

4:00 - 8:00 p.m.    7:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.    7:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

     2:00 – 4:00 p.m. 

 

                                                    Continental Breakfast 

                                                                7:30-8:30 a.m. 

Administrator/Supervisor 

Networking Session  Welcome and Opening    NYSEC Annual 

Victor Jaccarino  Remarks:      President Breakfast & 

4:45 - 6:15 p.m.    Louisa Kramer-Vida   Business Meeting 

     8:30 - 9:00 a.m.      7:30 - 8:30 a.m. 

 

Keynote Address     Keynote Address 

Lester Laminack      Ernest Morrell 

9:00 - 10:00 a.m.     8:30 - 9:30 a.m. 

 

Workshop Sessions &    Workshop Sessions & 

Publisher Exhibits      Publisher Exhibits 

2016 Conference Committee  10:15 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.     9:45 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

Dr. Louisa Kramer-Vida, 

NYSEC President    Luncheon       Awards Luncheon 

1:00-2:00 p.m.      12:30 p.m.-3:00 p.m.  

Michelle Peterson, Conference                                                                    

Chair      Keynote Address 

Alice Hoffman 
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NYSEC Conference 2016 
Literacy: At the Intersection of Story and Information 

 
Summary of Workshop Offerings: 
 
 Taking the Growth Mindset to the Writing Conference: Questions that Promote 

Revision (K-5) 
 
 The Return of the Read Aloud: Fiction & Nonfiction (3-5) 
 
 Building a Writing Identity Through Blogging (3-5) 
 
 Finding the “Write” Balance: Looking at the CCLS and Writing Workshop (K-8) 
 
 Chrome books, Technology, and Interdisciplinary Practices in the Language Arts/

Social Studies Classroom (3-12) 
 
 Where Do You Get Your Ideas? Releasing Students from Writer’s Block (3-12) 
 
 It Takes AIR to Grow: Growing Readers through Accountable Independent 

Reading (6-8) 
 
 Writing for an Authentic Audience: Student Writing for the Outside World (6-

12) 

Workshop  Highlights 
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Workshop  Highlights 

(continued) 

NYSEC Conference 2016 
Literacy: At the Intersection of Story and Information 

 
 
 Writing Instruction: A Secondary Thought in Secondary Schools (9-12) 
 
 Now THAT’s a Good Question! Questioning for Cognitive Rigor (K-12) 
 
 Creative Storytelling: iPad apps and Web-Based Programs for Publishing  
 
 Because One Size Just Doesn’t Fit All – Setting the PACE through 

Differentiated Instruction 
 
 Navigating the Modern Political Climate with Mentors: Politics in our Midst 

and Beyond 
 
 STEAMing Up Your Classroom: A Sustainable Approach  

REGISTER NOW  
FOR THE 2016 NYSEC CONFERENCE! 
 

 

http://www.nysecteach.org/conference-registration.html 

http://www.nysecteach.org/conference-registration.html
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RESERVE YOUR HOTEL ROOM TODAY! 

 

 

189 Wolf Road 
Albany, NY 12205 
(518)  458-8444 

Click HERE for hotel reservation link. 

http://www.marriott.com/meeting-event-hotels/group-corporate-travel/groupCorp.mi?resLinkData=NYS%20English%20Council%202016%20%5Ealbny%60encenca%60142.00%60USD%60false%606%6010/19/16%6010/21/16%6010/11/16&app=resvlink&stop_mobi=yes
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Aims  
The English Record publishes original peer reviewed contributions that focus on the field of English 
education. The English Record features articles on pedagogy, essays, commentaries, program 
descriptions, reflective narratives, book reviews and occasional student work. Please check the 
website, the newsletter and the journal call page for more information regarding upcoming calls for 
manuscripts. 
 
Submissions  
Manuscripts and inquires should be submitted electronically to Dr. Kjersti VanSlyke-Briggs via e-mail 
at: 
englishrecord@oneonta.edu  
 
Manuscripts should be prepared using MS Word. All parts of the manuscript should be double 
spaced. Please number all pages consecutively. Each manuscript should include a cover sheet with the 
author’s name, affiliation, position, a brief two or three line author bio, preferred mailing address, 
telephone and e-mail address.  
Identifying information should not appear elsewhere in the manuscript. Please include an abstract on 
the cover page of no more than 100 words. Manuscripts must conform to APA standards. 
Manuscripts that do not utilize APA will be returned.  
All images, tables, figures and additional materials should be sent as separate files with a figure heading 
and notation within the manuscript for preferred placement.  
 
Permissions  
As the author, you are required to secure any necessary permissions to reproduce any student work 
or materials from other sources. 
 
 Proofs and Complimentary Copies  
A proof will be sent for accepted manuscripts to the author for 
review. Each corresponding author will receive a copy of the issue 
after publication. 

The English Record– Call for Manuscripts 
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Students in every classroom across the country all possess various learning styles, abilities 
and needs. Teachers commit themselves to a lifetime of learning to ensure that they are making 
the learning environment for their students as enriching as possible. However, despite the best of 
intentions, the passion to cultivate a classroom filled with a love for learning, and the multitude of 
opportunities available to create such an environment, there are days when it seems like the odds 
are against our best teachers to make those meaningful connections to determine the needs of 
our students. What can we do to help reduce the amount of challenges, and increase the positivity 
and success in classrooms today?  

Steve Jobs once said, “The only way to do great work is to love what you do.” I began 
thinking about this quotation as I thought about myself as a teacher, while at the same time also 
considering the careers of my colleagues and friends who are also educators. The best teachers I 
know are the ones who love what they do. They live, eat, and breathe the profession even on the 
days when it seems like an impossible task. What motivates teachers to be the best at their job? 
They love the work they do. How can we make our students love what they do, even when 
they view the tasks assigned as daunting? I decided to do whatever I could do to make my students 
fall in love with the work they do in my classroom. I used the words of Steve Jobs as my platform 
to connect with my students to better understand their needs in order to help them succeed. 

Since the first day of school, my 8th grade students have been completing daily writing 
prompts at the beginning of my class. Some days they are asked to respond to a question related 
directly to the content we are covering, sometimes they respond to silly questions or quotes of 
the day, and sometimes they just get to write about whatever they want. I asked my students what 
motivates them to be successful in English class to get an authentic idea of what my own students 
needed to succeed. Some of the answers were astounding. Some were what I anticipated, and 
some were even unexpected. Most of all, each response was genuine and introspective. Perception 
is often reality. We stand in front of our students every day. We teach them new material, we 
help them learn new skills, but, curriculum aside, are we really aware of their needs? What 
happens when we take the time to ask our students what they need? What happens when we step 
back from instruction and truly figure out the steps needed to help them love the work they do? 
My thoughts are that when we take the time to ask our students the big questions, we get the big 
answers.  

 

Sara Taverniere 

News from VP Middle 

How Can We Truly Understand 
the Needs of our Students? 
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Professional Resources 

Engel, S.  (2015).  The end of the rainbow:  How educating for happiness 
(not money) would transform our schools.  NY:  The New Press. 

Engel’s book The End of the Rainbow is a perfect summer reading 
selection for anyone – teachers, parents, administrators – passionate 
about education.  Engel examines the current goals of education, largely 
driven by economic factors, and offers an alternative:  schools which 
serve to lead students toward a sense of purpose in their lives, toward a 
sense of well-being, toward personal growth, in other words, toward 
happiness.  Drawing from research and anecdotal evidence, Engel shares 
not only an inspirational vision, but practical application in her compelling 
book. 

 

Review by Sally Ventura 
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Have you Read…………. 

Learning in the Fast Lane: 8 Ways to Put ALL Students on the Road to Academic 

Success- Suzy Pepper Rollins 

 

I Read It, but I Don’t Get It C. Tovani 

 
That Workshop Book  Samantha Bennet 

 

Mini- Lessons for Literature Circles  Harvey Daniels and Nancy Steineke 

 
How to Teach Reading When You’re Not a Reading Teacher Sharon H. Faber 

 
100 Words Every Middle Schooler Should Know Editors of American Heritage 
Dictionaries 
Engaging Reading and Writers with Inquiry Wilhelm 

 
Teaching Reading in Middle School Laura Robb 

 

Strategies that Work Harvey and Gouduis 

 

RTI Toolkit: A Practical Guide for Schools Jim Wright 

 

When Kids Can’t Read K. Beers 

 
“You Gotta Be the Book”: Teaching Engaged and Reflective Reading with 
Adolescents J. Wilhelm 
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Student Highlights 
  Summer 
Summer is late night campfires 

When gooey marshmallows coat your teeth 

Your stomach hurts in the good way 

Sick from too many s’mores 

And hours of laughing 

Your hair is a bird’s nest 

From sprinting down the beach 

To catch a glimpse of the fire in the sky at sunset 

From jumping wildly on the trampoline 

Sending your friends flying into the air 

Until they land on top of you 

Then lying down to count the stars 

 And being eaten alive by bloodthirsty mosquitos 

  But somehow  

The unbearable itch feels good 

Because it reminds you of that late night campfire 

  In summer 
 

Maya Sauthoff 

8th Grade 

Pleasantville UFSD 
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   Lester Laminack  
      to Address Teachers at   

            Annual Conference 

 
Lester Laminack understands the minds of children, and his life’s work demonstrates a love of mining those 
minds for greatness.  The trajectory of his varied career as an educator and writer reflects this.  He is 
Professor Emeritus, Western Carolina University, where he received two awards for excellence in teaching.  
Currently a full-time writer and consultant working with schools throughout the United States, Laminack is 
an active member of the National Council of Teachers of English and served three years as co-editor of the 
NCTE journal Primary Voices and as editor of the Children’s Book Review Department of the NCTE journal 
Language Arts. 
 
Laminack’s contribution to English reading and writing combines writing books for children with writing 
books for those who teach children.  The width and breath of his published work suggests that he sees both 
approaches as the same, with the same goals: to teach children how to see the world and themselves 
through the written word, whether they are reading or writing.  To Lester, the two skills of reading and 
writing are intertwined and interdependent.  For example, his newest academic book Writers ARE Readers: 
Flipping Reading Instruction Into Writing Opportunities, the mutually supportive roles of reading and writing are 
made visible through the idea of "flipsides": how reader's insights can be turned around to provide insights 
into their own writing, and vice versa.   
 
Furthermore, Lester Laminack demonstrates empathy for the instructor by writing excellent guidebooks to 
support best practices for teaching children how to open their eyes and ears, to reflect what they see and 
feel. His academic publications include Learning with Zachary, Spelling in Use, Volunteers Working with Young 
Readers Reading Aloud Across the Curriculum, Climb Inside a Poem, Cracking Open the Author’s Craft, Unwrapping 
the Read Aloud, BULLYING HURTS:  Teaching Kindness Through Read Aloud and Guided Conversations, and The 
Writing Teacher’s Troubleshooting Guide. 
 
The New York State English Council is honored to have Lester Laminack as a 
keynote speaker at our upcoming conference in October, 2016. 
 

 Stephanie Del Valle 
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NYSED Update 
NYSEC Update 
Update on Standards Review  
New York is currently engaged in a full review of the P-12 Common Core Learning 
Standards in English Language Arts and Mathematics. The next phase will involve 
over 60 P-12 ELA educators and parents from across NY State. The group will meet in 
July to review the standards and make recommendations. Information about the 
standards review can be found on NYSED’s AIMHighNY website (http://
www.nysed.gov/aimhighny).  
 
 
Regents Comprehensive Examination in English 
The last administration of the Regents Comprehensive Examination in English will be 
given in June 2016. After that administration, the Regents Examination in English 
Language Arts (Common Core) will continue to be administered for students to meet 
the English Language Arts assessment requirement for graduation.  
More information can be found in the “Transition to Common Core Regents 
Examinations in English Language Arts and Mathematics” memo, which can be found 
at  
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/assessment/commoncore/
transitionccregents1113rev.pdf 
 
Summer Reading at New York Libraries 
On your mark, get set...Read! Summer reading is an important goal for all students. 
The following website includes resources, including bookmarks, videos, and book 
lists that celebrate New York State’s rich history and diversity. All of these resources 
can be found at  http://www.summerreadingnys.org/.  
 
Erik Sweet 

Associate in English Language Arts 

NYSED Office of Curriculum and Instruction 

(http:/www.nysed.gov/aimhighny).
http://www.nysed.gov/aimhighny
http://www.nysed.gov/aimhighny
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/assessment/commoncore/transitionccregents1113rev.pdf
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/assessment/commoncore/transitionccregents1113rev.pdf
http://www.summerreadingnys.org/


NYSEC News is 
published by the New 
York State English 
Council.  
Our business address is:  
18 Hidden Drive  
Monroe, NY 10950  

NYSEC 2016 Editor’s Notes 

Articles can be submitted to Michelle Kaprinski at 
Michellek914@aol.com.  

 Summer is a special time and the source of many happy memories. 
Some of you may choose to engage in active adventures, while others may 
want nothing more than a little down time after a busy school year. 
Whatever your choice may be, enjoy the opportunities that await you in the 
weeks ahead. Pat yourself on the back! You have survived another year of 
challenges and hard work, but you have also ignited the passion of your 
students to view their dreams as attainable. 

Your commitment to lifelong learning will resume 
before you know it! 

Stay safe, 

Michelle Kaprinski 

News Editor 

Contributors to this issue include: Paul O’Brien, Louisa Kramer-Vida, Michelle 
Peterson-Davis, Stephanie DelValle, Sara Taverniere, Kjersti VanSlyke-Briggs, 
Erik Sweet 


