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            NYSEC NEWS 

 

 

 The annual conference always kicks off with a networking session for English 
Education leaders and teachers talking about the current issues they are facing in their 
classrooms, trends in pedagogy and methodology, and in general by meeting and getting 
to know peers from other districts and areas of our diverse state. It is always a 
rewarding and informative 90 minutes because it invariably provides the attendees with 
connections that further bind us in our quest to be the best we can possibly be. 
This year, as we kicked off the 65th annual conference, we did it with an opportunity to 
be in conversation with Commissioner Elia, our NYS Commissioner of Education. 
Commissioner Elia began the networking session on Wednesday evening by introducing 
herself to an audience of about fifty educators, explaining her journey to her current 
position. 
 She found the state of education in NY somewhat strained; in her words, it was 
“tense and very different.” She thus decided to travel the state meeting with 
constituents from all facets of education - teachers, parents, students, and 
administrators. From these listening sessions and the survey data, Elia concluded that 
there are four areas to address: 

·         The NYS Learning Standards 
·         Curriculum 

·         Assessments 
·         Teacher Evaluation 

 Because of strife relative to evaluations, in Elia’s words, SED decided to “unplug 
it for a three year period so we can get to a new collaborative evaluation.” 

Elia transitioned to talking about the ongoing review of the Common Core Learning 
Standards. She discussed the results of the initial public survey:  although there has been 
strident disapproval of the new Common Core standards, over 25,000 people responded 
with a 72% approval rating for “high standards for NY students.” Elia said there was a 
“high percentage of feedback from early grades” regarding the issue of developmental 
appropriateness, with a lot of comments K-3 and 4 in both ELA and Math, as well as 
some comments about sequencing in math in the upper grades. She noted most 
respondents were teachers, and that many wanted some “revisions, changes, and 
review.” As a result, she convened review teams of 130-140 people from around the 
state comprised of teachers, administrators, higher education educators, parents, and 
other stakeholders. SED also engaged a specialist on the issue of creating “age-
appropriate standards” to work with the team. 
The outcome of the work of those teams, who volunteered to review the standards, was 
the following: 
1.     Streamlining of RL and RI, maintaining a healthy balance and developing  a love of 
reading in our students. 
2.     Reorganizing writing standards so they are easier to use. 
3.     Moving text complexity guidance to an introduction; removing it as a standard. (Elia 
noted SED has received negative feedback on this, saying “We’re going to look at that; 
some people have sent in and been very vocal that we just ‘threw out text complexity,’ 
which isn’t true.”) 
4.     Better communicate new standards – create new resources and guidance in a 
preface and for grade-level instruction. 
   
 
(Continued on page 4) 

  IN CONVERSATION WITH THE COMMISSIONER 
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President’s Message 

  

Upon assuming the role as President at our luncheon on Friday, 

October 21st, I imparted a message about the upcoming 2017 

theme, a topic very current and relevant to today’s world.  

Developing the College /Career-Ready Citizen Through Language, 

Literacy and the Arts. 

I truly believe that one of the most important foundations of 

education is character development. Books draw students into 

discussions, allowing for deep personal growth. Which novels 

best teach students about integrity? Or honesty?  Do you teach lessons on the 

importance of civility and living by the golden rule? Do you have ideas for helping 

students to shape or re-think their views?   

Our students are impressionable, and they are exposed to negative images in the media 

every single day. What is our role as educators to help them to make sense of what they 

hear and see?  What is in our control? I believe that literature is the best avenue to teach 

empathy and the importance of being a good citizen. Yet, clearly it can expand well 

beyond the ELA classroom to interdisciplinary inquiry projects, fundraising and more. 

As teachers,  we strive for our students to exhibit citizenship attitudes that everyone is 

proud to acknowledge. We model kindness. We ignite the spark that motivates them to 

want to learn more and DO more for others. Passionate learners, as we know, are a 

result of passionate educators. 

I’d like to explore this year’s theme, with your expertise. 

If you had the pleasure of attending this year’s conference, then you saw the power of 

networking and the strength that comes with sharing the great work that we do. 

Kwame Alexander, poet, educator and New York Times Best-selling author of 21 books 

will be a keynote speaker at our 2017 NYSEC Conference, along with literacy educator 

and CEO/President of TextProject, Elfrieda Hiebert and author and writing expert, 

Constance Hale. While they may have different approaches and philosophies, many of 

their goals for student growth are similar in nature. 

Join us at the Marriott  next Oct 25th-27th. Tell your colleagues to join us. Submit a 

workshop proposal and continue to stay involved. Most of all, let us remain true to our 

commitment to use literature to mold our future generation. 

 

Michelle Kaprinski 

https://education.burnsfilmcenter.org/education/blog/creating-directors-of-words-image-sound-and-story#.V1IgsdGOPAg.mailtoC:/Users/Michelle/Documents/001
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COMING SOON IN 2017 

KWAME ALEXANDER 

CONSTANCE HALE 

ELFRIEDA HIEBERT 

NYSEC Board Member, Janet Matthews, teaches English and Creative Writing in the Mt. Pleasant 

School District in Westchester County. She is also a curriculum leader who has spent much time 

on film education.  Please see the attached article/blog based on work she has done with her 

students by partnering with the Jacob Burns Film Center in Pleasantville, NY. 

 

Creating Directors of Words: Image, Sound and Story 

 

Congratulations to our very own Larry Butti, who 

has just been named NCTE Affiliate Director of 

Region 1! 
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 Elia did not go into the math standards, but she did commit to having resources and training available for 
teachers to aid in implementation. She noted the frustration at the last implementation, saying “heads were reeling 
trying to do the things that were necessary.” 

Elia encouraged everyone to go online to view the revisions and recommendations, asking for feedback to be 
incorporated in further stages of the review. Elia told the audience she sees herself as a teacher, explaining that she 
wants teachers to “guide what we do – creating assessments; being part of teams that review the work that comes 
out of schools;” she cited the example in Florida that teachers in those districts provided professional development 
for their peers, explaining that we “need that emphasis in NY so teachers can drive these decisions and help us.” 
 

 Elia went on to discuss other things SED has done, specifically to expand graduation opportunities for 
students. She said some people have indicated we [SED] didn’t go far enough with the changes made to 
assessments. She said SED needs to create new assessments for these new standards. She assured the audience 
that “Teachers will be involved in the process.” She cited an example of teacher involvement by saying that “over 22 
teachers reviewed the current 3-8 questions, and that ‘if they didn’t like it it was taken off.’”  Moving ahead, 75% of 
questions will be released, which is the highest percentage of any state in the country. 
 

 Elia extended the concept of teacher involvement by stating that she “wants to work to get to a new 
collaborative evaluation system” for teachers. 
The extended timeframe for reviewing the draft standards ended on November 14th. 
Following her address, Commissioner Elia took questions from the audience.  Not surprisingly, many of the 
questions focused on the state assessments.  Elia explained that SED is still working on the format for the new round 
of assessments.  She also assured the audience that once the new tests are designed, “teachers in New York State 
will write the questions.”  During that discussion, audience members expressed concern about the opt-out 
movement.  The Commissioner responded that addressing the opt-out movement will take time and partnerships, 
especially partnerships with teachers and parents.  She believes that sharing data with the public is an important 
first step.  She explained that she has met with opt-out leadership to try to clarify some misunderstandings.  Most 
importantly, Elia stressed that good communication will be key to solving the opt-out problem.  The Commissioner 
stated, “Teachers will lead us in answering questions and concerns from parents.” 
 

 The discussion of the assessment also led to concerns about the APPR system.  Elia stated that “We have to 
put in place a collaborative assessment system.” 
 

 Elia closed the session by focusing, once again, on the new standards.  “Standards are a part of our career. 
They should be reviewed and revised.  Who better than teachers to give us that feedback?” 
 

A Conversation with Commissioner Elia 

(continued) 

For a full transcript of the Q & A Session with 

Commissioner Elia, please go to our website, or 

click on the link below. 

 

 

http://www.nysecteach.org/ 

 

 

 

By: Michelle Bulla and John Harmon 
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Inspiring Literate Lives 
By Christine Zandstra 

 

  

 The beginning of a new school year instills promise in both teachers and students.  The timing of the 

annual NYSEC conference in October just enhances this feeling and proves to be an experience that sparks 

inspiration as teachers begin to work with their new students.  This year, Ernest Morrell, in his moving keynote 

address, added an additional boost to the beginning of our school year. Ernest Morrell is the Macy Professor of 

Education and the Director of the Institute for Urban and Minority Education at Columbia University Teacher’s 

College.  He is also a former NCTE President and board member of Lit World, an international organization that 

works to empower young people through literacy, which he co-founded with Pam Allyn.  He is the author or co-

author of several books including Every Child a Super Reader and Critical Media Pedagogy. 

 Morrell’s keynote centered on how teachers can engage students so that they assume what he refers to 

as a “tiger crouch” position – an ultimate excited-to-learn stance.  Morrell purported that the way to get students 

to this point is to develop students’ literate identities.  In other words, building confidence in students so that they 

see themselves as readers and writers.   The goal is for students to ask themselves not, “What am I going to 

learn?” bur rather, “Who am I going to become?”  He pointed to five ways teachers can help students develop 

their literate identities:  (1) building students’ confidence; (2) showing relevance; (3) engagement with high-quality, 

relevant literature; (4) engagement with a community of readers; and (5) engagement with the social world.   

 Morrell’s parting words were perhaps his most inspiring which came from his parents who are retired 

teachers with almost 100 years of teaching between them.  From his father,  “Teaching makes you eternal.” And 

from his mother, “Don’t let anyone take away the privilege of teaching someone’s baby.” 
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 In her keynote address at the NYSEC luncheon on Thursday, October 20, writer 

Alice Hoffman spoke of the saving grace of reading.  She recalled how excited she was 

as a young girl when the librarian at her local town library told her she could take out as 

many books as she wanted.  Edward Eager, Shirley Jackson, Emily Bronte, J.D. 

Salinger, and Ray Bradbury were among the many authors who spoke imaginatively 

and deeply to her.   In all the pain and turbulence of adolescence, she found solace in 

literature - “Nothing is as healing as a book.”  When losing oneself is so easy for an 

adolescent, Hoffman noted that   “Because I was a reader, I did not get waylaid on my 

journey.”    

 

 Her own career as a writer began when she was studying for her master’s 

degree at Stanford University and published her first novel Property of.  From that point 

on, writing became a passion and a necessity.   A recurring theme in her work, 

Hoffman said, is survival, the survival of characters who have suffered great adversity 

and great trauma.   She recalled to the audience how much the book The Diary of 

Young Girl by Anne Frank had meant to her as a young woman.  And she spoke of her 

own struggle with cancer and how writing became a “life raft” for her during her 

treatments.   

 

 As she reached the conclusion of her address, she talked about the person who 

first introduced her to the magic of stories - her grandmother.  It was her Russian 

grandmother who would regale her with fairy tales and provide for Alice the starting 

point of her journey into the world of magical literature and eventually into her own 

creations.  The spirit of her grandmother lives on in the voice and magic of Alice 

Hoffman: a strong, proud survivor.  

 

Paul O’Brien 

 

Alice Hoffman:  

How Story and Reading Shaped one Writer 
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NYSEC 2016 conference keynote speaker Kylene Beers reiterated throughout her address and workshop 

that “confidence empowers learners.”  She told the audience of over four hundred professionals in English 

education that “you cannot build competence without confidence.”  In other words, she said, “there is a 

strong relationship between skill and will.”  She shared some strategies from her newest publication, Reading 

Nonfiction for helping students to build confidence as readers so that they are empowered to work with 

increasingly rigorous texts. 

 

“However,” she pointed out, “rigor with relevance is simply hard.”   She reminded her audience that 

“relevance is always personal” and then discussed questioning strategies to help build relevance in the reading 

of nonfiction text (the “What Surprised Me?” strategy, is posted on her blog: http://kylenebeers.com/

blog/2014/04/05/reading-nonfiction/).  She shared anecdotes from her experiences in the classroom using 

“What Surprised Me?” questioning techniques, emphasizing the difference between questions that create 

understanding and questions that simply check understanding. 

 

“When teachers ask questions, they are checking for understanding.  When students ask questions it’s about 

exploration….these become “first draft conversations.’”  To foster reading skills that do not enable “teacher 

dependency,” teachers need to create intellectual communities in their classrooms.  Giving students 

empowerment means guiding them to take charge of the their own thinking and learning.  

 

Implicit was the notion that teachers need to feel empowered too, and this empowerment is the result of 

knowledge of a wide range of strategies they can use in their classrooms. For access to current ideas in 

education, Beers exhorted teachers to use twitter, to “follow some folks you really like.”   

 

The remarkable enthusiasm for this year’s keynote presentation delivered by Kylene Beers, and the 

presentations of other keynote speakers Alice Hoffman, Ernest Morrell and Lester Laminack, made it evident 

that ELA professionals felt empowered by the pedagogy, resources and strategies they took away from this 

year’s conference.  If they weren’t already following them, without a doubt, every conference attendee was 

inspired to follow some new folks they really liked. 

 

Sally Ventura 

NYSEC President-Elect 

NYSEC Keynote Speaker Kylene Beers: An Educator to Follow   
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Aims  

The English Record publishes original peer reviewed contributions that focus on the field of English 

education. The English Record features articles on pedagogy, essays, commentaries, program 

descriptions, reflective narratives, book reviews and occasional student work. Please check the 

website, the newsletter and the journal call page for more information regarding upcoming calls for 

manuscripts. 

 

Submissions  

Manuscripts and inquires should be submitted electronically to Dr. Kjersti VanSlyke-Briggs via e-mail 

at: 

englishrecord@oneonta.edu  

 

Manuscripts should be prepared using MS Word. All parts of the manuscript should be double 

spaced. Please number all pages consecutively. Each manuscript should include a cover sheet with the 

author’s name, affiliation, position, a brief two or three line author bio, preferred mailing address, 
telephone and e-mail address.  

Identifying information should not appear elsewhere in the manuscript. Please include an abstract on 

the cover page of no more than 100 words. Manuscripts must conform to APA standards. 

Manuscripts that do not utilize APA will be returned.  

All images, tables, figures and additional materials should be sent as separate files with a figure heading 

and notation within the manuscript for preferred placement.  

 

Permissions  

As the author, you are required to secure any necessary permissions to reproduce any student work 

or materials from other sources. 

 

 Proofs and Complimentary Copies  

A proof will be sent for accepted manuscripts to the author for 

review. Each corresponding author will receive a copy of the issue 

after publication. 

The English Record– Call for Manuscripts 



 

 

Having a Growth Mindset in a Fixed Mindset World 

By: Chereith Vincent 

 Teaching, as we all know, is a profession where staying positive and having the 

ability to empower others becomes both physically and mentally draining when 

confronted by the negative outside world--which is often right outside our classroom 

walls. Every day, we are faced with changes in our curriculum, unrealistic expectations 

that we must meet, work, create, evaluate and revise. While we are trying to conquer these tasks, we must also 

maintain professionalism in and outside of our schools, where we are criticized and rarely acknowledged, or 

thanked. In addition, we have never been, nor are today, just teachers. We are educators, coaches, counselors, 

parents, friends, facilitators, colleagues, and the list continues. However, despite the plethora of hats we wear 

and adversity we must overcome daily, we must truly understand ourselves and aim to embrace a growth 

mindset. If this is achieved, then we can better help our students recognize their own mindset, which ultimately 

uncovers what skills they are or aren’t equipped with when they enter our classrooms.  

 Before identifying strategies to shift or foster our students’ mindset, one must understand that that the 

most important detail about knowing a growth mindset, is knowing a fixed mindset. Many confuse a fix 

mindset as being weak and negative. In reality, a fixed mindset is as confident and strong as the growth 

mindset. However, once the fixed mindset has been beaten, turned down, or found wrong, the fixed mindset 

becomes fragile. Whereas the growth mindset sees this moment of failure, as a challenge. Therefore, if we can 

simply celebrate this notion of “failure” as an opportunity or challenge with our students, then our students’ 

mindset will be able to grow. 

 Growth mindset is a resource that educators can utilize to not only nurture the minds of our children, 

but to also help build the necessary strategies to help them cope with the many obstacles they face in everyday 

life. One of the things that we often lose sight of in the classroom, is the fact that our students are not moving 

along this journey fully supported in an environment that is both positive, or sustaining.  Many of our students 

lack the confidence and skills necessary to navigate through the trials and tribulations of high school life, 

leaving little room for risk in a world where every decision leaves them vulnerable. 

 Therefore, it is imperative that teachers cultivate an environment that promotes a growth mindset. 

Students are looking at their teachers as mentors in the classroom every day, and fostering an environment that 

models a growth mindset mentality, will help instill similar thought processes in our students. Students need to 

understand that without risk there will be no reward.  The fear of failure does not have to be a red mark on their 

education, but instead an opportunity for discovery--discovery of the unknown and a discovery within 

themselves.  This is why, as educators, we cannot allow this information to go unnoticed.  By teaching students 

at a young age that failure is a challenge instead of a curse, we take failure out of the equation, and promote self

-empowerment.  When students start to attack instead of retreat, they start winning.   

 When the conversation begins between a student and self that has grown through questions, instead of 

insults and cheers, is when success is truly discovered. This is what is frequently missing from education.  

Consequently, we need to both educate students how to obtain a growth mindset, but also how to maintain a 

growth mindset. This approach not only builds confidence, but it teaches students how to cope with stress. 

Learning cannot be taught if students do not buy into their own education, and students cannot buy, if they 

don’t believe in themselves.  What you do for your students has a greater impact on their everyday lives than 

you think. Remind your students that failure is more than acceptable; it’s the only way we grow.  

 

NEWS FROM  VP SECONDARY 
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Conference Photos 
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More Conference Photos! 
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  Conference Chairperson Michelle Peterson-Davis introduced keynote speaker Lester Laminack by 

saying that hearing him speak compares to what a good drug dealer supplies: it “tastes good, and leaves them 

wanting, ready to come back for more.…Whenever I get a chance to see him speak, I’m ready for another hit.”  

That is precisely the effect Laminack had on the audience when he presented his ideas on the power of story 

and how it can be used to accomplish so many tasks in organic and engaging ways. 

 Lester addressed many of the push pull demands of teaching today, acknowledging the current 

pendulum swing towards nonfiction.  He asserted that nonfiction can be easily accessed through strategic set up 

and delivery of read aloud, with picture books being most effective.  He said, “Picture books lift the language 

with images,” which in turn increases the comprehension levels of all students, including strugglers and high 

schoolers.  During his keynote speech, Laminack demonstrated this by drawing us into another world, first by 

storytelling his own experiences, using words and tone to paint a picture so clearly that one could step into it.  

He then used those same key storytelling strategies as he read his own book, Saturdays and Tea Cakes. aloud to 

us.  His descriptions made us all want to know even more about the setting of the book.  Developing curiosity 

is the natural link to growing nonfiction knowledge.  He suggested that picture books can be read aloud with 

students, which will “give them the opportunity to build a visual bank” that can be referred to later when the 

deep dive into the denser novel or nonfiction text occurs.  

 In his breakout session, Laminack stated, “The first reading is a gift.  I expect nothing of you except to 

listen and enjoy.”  Lester rejected stopping and questioning while reading the book as the only way to do read 

alouds on the initial read, believing that breaking the flow of the listener obstructs the depth of their imagining.  

A book should first be read aloud all the way through without stopping to allow the students to see and feel the 

entire arc of the story and absorb it all.  Then, encourage and feed a frenzy of questions by letting the story 

spark questions.  “I am suggesting the one who has formulating the best questions is the one who’s done the 

best thinking.  The one who has posed the question has synthesized some of the information and is revealing 

where the trouble spots are.  What if we said to children ‘Take 20 seconds and say nothing…reflect in the 

moment  What are the 3 best questions you could ask right now if you could speak to one of these characters, 

or the one who wrote this book, or me?’” 

 Lester extended Michelle’s simile by admonishing us all to be “teaching like a drug dealer.” I want to 

give you something to think about but not allow you to go there with your words. I want to teach children that 

story is something that lingers in your mind even 

after you close the text…Active readers have 

people in their minds, whispering in their ear.”  We 

were all left with Lester whispering in our ears, 

saying: slow down.  Let your students think and 

imagine.  Let them discover new meaning through 

shared experience.  And let us remember to pay 

attention to the power of story in our lives and 

those of the people around us. 

Laminack Lifts Levels:  The Power of Picture Books and Story 

Stephanie Del Valle 
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New York State English Council 

Friends of Excellence 

 
The Friends of Excellence campaign helps pay for many of the wonderful programs which NYSEC supports. 

Some of the programs included in this fund are the Educator of Excellence Award, Programs of Excellence 

Award and the Mini Grants. In order for these programs to continue to function, Friends of Excellence asks for 

your assistance through a monetary donation. If you already were planning to give to Friends of Excellence, thank 

you. Your contribution will be added to the fund and is greatly appreciated. 

If you have not already decided to give to the fund, please consider doing so. This will give you a chance to give 

back and assist others in your field. NYSEC offers many opportunities for English teachers. At some point in 

time you may have been recognized by NYSEC, assisted with a conference session, found an article you loved in 

The English Record, or simply discovered a connection with another teacher of English at the annual conference. 

All of these services are provided to help us grow in our profession. The Friends of Excellence campaign also 

stimulates growth and encourages new ideas. 

Friends of Excellence are those members and businesses who contribute. Twenty-five dollars is the suggested 

amount, but it by no means is the limit or minimum donation. Please consider adding your support to this 

campaign. You can make your check payable to NYSEC and can send it with the Friends of Excellence form to 

me at the address below. We will acknowledge your gift through our Annual Conference Program. Your support 

is greatly appreciated. 

 

Educational Institution you are affiliated with or retired from___________________________________ 

Amount donated__________________ Check Number______________ 

Mailing Address___________________________________________ Zip___________________ 

 

Please mail to: 

Janet Matthews 

 

jlmatthews@optonline.net 
 

 

358 Church Street 

White Plains, NY 10603 

Friends of Excellence Chair 

 

NYSEC is a 501 c3 organization and all donations are tax deductible. 

Name (as you would like it to appear in the program) 

 

mailto:jlmatthews@optonline.net
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2017 Slate of Officers 

 

 

President: Michelle Kaprinski 

President-Elect: Sally Ventura 

Past-President: Louisa Kramer-Vida 

VP Elementary: Michelle Peterson-Davis 

VP Middle: Sara Taveniere 

VP Secondary: CJ Vincent 

VP College: Patti Rand 

VP Administration: Victor Jaccarino 

Secretary: John Harmon 

Treasurer: Stephanie Del Valle 
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   Developing the College/Career Ready Citizen 

   Through Language, Literacy and the Arts 

 

October 25– 27 2017 

The Albany Marriott Hotel 

 

 

Program Proposal 
 

All presenters for NYSEC must register and pay for the NYSEC conference. NYSEC cannot pay presenters.  

Accepted proposals will be based on the decision of the NYSEC Conference Committee.  Please note: all sessions are one hour. 

 

Title of Proposal: ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Name of  Presenter(s):_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

School District/Organization name: __________________________________________________________________________ 

School Address: _________________________________________________       Zip Code:  ____________________________ 

County: ________________ Business Phone: ___________________________    E-Mail address: _________________________ 

Summer/Non-business address and phone where Presenter(s) can be reached:   (please include ALL appropriate zip codes) 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

                         

Write a brief program description (100 words) as it would appear in the conference program booklet.  You may attach up to one page of 

additional information for the committee to consider in planning the conference.  

 

Audience for session (please circle one):     K-2      3-5     6-8     9-12     College     General      Other: _________   

 

Internet access may be available but is not guaranteed.  All other audio-visual materials must be supplied by the presenter. 

 

Return this form no later than May 1, 2017to: Sara Taveniere 

 60 Market Lane 

 Clinton Corners, NY 12514 
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A SNAPSHOT OF OUR  

2016 AWARD  WINNERS 

WELL DONE! 
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NYSEC AWARD WINNERS 

Check the NYSEC website: www.nysecteach.org for more information. 

 

       CONGRATULATIONS! 

http://www.nysecteach.org


Page 18 

 

 

 

NYSEC News is 
published by the 
New York State 
English Council.  

Our business address 
is:  

18 Hidden Drive  

Monroe, NY 10950  

Articles can be submitted to 
Michelle Kaprinski at 
Michellek914@aol.com.  

Editor’s Notes 

NYSEC News  2016 

Contributers to this publication include:  Michelle Bulla, Michelle 
Davis, Stephanie Del Valle, John Harmon, Joanne Hili-Carbone, 
Christine Furnia, Michelle Kaprinski, Janet Matthews, Paul O’Brien, 
Kjersti Van Slyke-Briggs, Sally Ventura, CJ Vincent, Christine 
Zandstra 

 


